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Messag e  From
t h e  Found e r !

“The 'Constitution of India' lies at the foundation of the world's largest
democracy. This is the supreme law in the country’s democratic framework and

it continuously guides us in our endeavors. The Constitution is also the
fountainhead of our democratic system of governance and our guiding light.”   

 -   Shri Ram Nath Kovind, President of India

Lawcutor is extremely pleased to introduce to you, the 5th issue of it’s E-
magazine, Etching the Path, the theme for which is Constitutional Law.
Through the tides of time, the one thing that has remained a constant since the
Independence of India, is the sacredness of the Indian Constitution. The
Constitution Has witnessed history being written and is the most important
piece of Document in the history of any Sovereign, Secular and Democratic
Country. It has learnt to adapt with the changing waves but kept it’s very
integrity intact.
The soul of the Indian Constitution lies in the Fundamental Rights and Duties
that it has catered to every citizen. The Founders of the Constitution left no
stone unturned to ensure that not a single citizen of India , irrespective of
caste, creed, sex or religion, shall ever be devoid of their Fundamental Rights.
The task at hand was momentous for the entire team. Writing about this
extremely sacred document was a huge responsibility to shoulder. With extreme
pride, I assure you, my readers, the relentless Team Lawcutor has shouldered
this responsibility to the very best of their abilities.I extend my heartfelt
gratitude to all my readers, for your continued support, without which none of
our milestones would ever be worthy. I extend my gratitude to the entire team,
who have put in their very best to bring forth you this month’s Magazine.
Last, as you delve into this issue, I would request my readers to take an oath
along-with Team Lawcutor: “I do solemnly swear that I will forever uphold the
integrity of the Constitution of India to the very best of my abilities.”

Shubham Sharma
(Founder & Owner-Lawcutor)
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“The Constitution is not a mere lawyer’s document; it is a vehicle of life and its
spirit always the spirit of age”

 - Dr BR Ambedkar

Since its inception, our Constitution has been embarking on quite a journey that citizens have seen.
We have not only seen this Constitution weathered storms but also risen itself time and again like a
phoenix rising from the ashes. 

Our Constitution was originally conceptualized as an instrument of unification. An idea borne out of
public unity and voice, it was a vessel which was created and echoed the words “We the People of
India... do hereby adopt, enact, and give to ourselves this Constitution”. This has in return created a
dialogue between a common person and the government. 

The Constitution is that living and breathing entity which holds the entire idea of Democracy
together in it’s realm. Within its 450 Articles and 12 Schedules Constitution of India weaves
fundamental principles and establishes precedents which helps organization in its governance. 

In this edition of Etching the Path, we discuss these ideas through our refreshing and riveting 
articles. We take off by examining the Amendment procedure and whether it is a necessity or an
overriding tool. From there we collectively deliberate on the topic of Temple entry prohibition for
women.Taking leaf out of Penal laws we throw light on the issue of whether or not freedom should be
granted to prisoners on the grounds of good conduct. And lastly, we round off by providing an opine
as to whether we were right by incorporating the essence of other constitutions into our own. We aim
to build a kaleidoscope that webbs all the multi faceted dimensions and together they create
something that is unique and unmissable.

Editorial Board-
Lawcutor

Adv. Sakshi Shairwal Ms. Anwesha Bhattacharyya Ms. Jhalak Nandwani
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Lawcutor is a start up by student lawyers and ‘Etching the Path’ is
their e-magazine. Their idea of bringing the legal fraternity together
through this start-up project is worth appreciating. During the
pandemic time, when things are almost standing still for many, the
effort of these students to set things in motion for law students and
legal fraternity is quite motivating. Their zeal to work out and shape
something new through this start-up is inspiring and is worth to be
taken pride of. The e-magazine ‘Etching the Path’ containing
various blogs of trending law topics is nice read for everyone. I am
sure their hard work and efforts will help the magazine to develop
further and take it to new height with every issue in upcoming
time. I am happy and proud of the efforts of the Lawcutor’s team for
their e-magazine ‘Etching the Path’ and I wish them all the success
in years to come. I truly believe these group of budding lawyers will
etch out their own path through any obstacles and outshine their
parents and teachers. Hope they continue this good work in future.

Mr. Avinash Singh
Senior Editor

Lawcutor

Ms. Momina Zahan
Senior Editor

Lawcutor

Constitutionalism has been a fundamental element for the
embodiment of constitutional governance structure in any country.
When it comes to India, it becomes imperative to understand the
philosophical and structural setup for its jurisprudential growth and
development. Research and studies in the field of constitutional law
shall be advantageous for the society in general and for locating
better governance prospects for a country. Constitutionalism being
at the forefront of the constitutional law research shall be
answering to the various issues and challenges that are faced by the
contemporary global order. Constitutional law and practice are
embedded pervasively in all the legal epitomes of constitutionally
governed nations, and in scenarios of constitutional disorders, said
research in the field of constitutional law may turn into a guiding
light for answers.
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Dr. Bhupal Bhattacharya
Senior Editor

Lawcutor

If we fix something, we will stop its progress. The same applies to
the Constitution of India. In this unique world if we quit making
changes in the Constitution it will, at last, make India backward.
We, as a member of Lawcutor attempting to make each conceivable
method to connect for the legal fraternity of this dynamic world,
with the fundamental expect to give opportunities, to everybody,
under one rooftop with the assistance of our e-magazine i.e.
"Etching the-Path". 
Have a captivating read, Happy reading . Ms. Sadhana

Board Member
Lawcutor

Constitution derives its authority nominally from the agreement of the
people living in a society as to what role they want government to assume
on their behalf - either directly by the people, or as articulated and agreed
to by their representatives or accepted authorities. Constitution is the
conscience of our Nation,from that, normally in concert with existing
bodies of laws and legal precedents, guides interactions between the
different stakeholders. A constitution stands as a foundation from which,
based on the principles embodied therein, new laws and new customs
may be derived in a coherent and internally-consistent manner laying
down the national goals forming the basic edifice on which the nation
rests upon. We need Constitution as a country for positive control that
encourages humanity where all people can live in peace and harmony
without violating other people's rights of existence following the
embedded duties that the citizens require to adhere to as well. In a
political world, Constitution can be drafted, re-dfrafted and preached/
violated for various acceptable reasons by those who are permitted for
them who have the interest.I am very happy that etching the path has
taken that initiative in furthering the research on the theme of
Constitution of India within the territorial and legal precincts. The current
volume has through a very rigorous process selected few academic
researches of different academicians in contributing into the scholarly
activities.



PREAMBLE

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA,
having solemnly resolved to constitute India

into a SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR
DEMOCRATIC

REPUBLIC and to secure to all its citizens:
JUSTICE, social, economic and political;

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and
worship;

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity;
and to promote among them all

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and
the unity and integrity of the Nation;

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this 26th day of
November, 1949, do HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND

GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION





Constitution of India is referred to as a
bag of borrowings and draws its
features from the constitutions of many
countries. Many lawmakers were deeply
influenced by the British Constitution
and Parliamentary Democracy (divided
legislature, Executive Cabinet and Head
of state), borrowed the concepts of
republic, equality, fraternity and liberty
from France. The idea of federalism and
organization of states, fundamental
rights, judicial review, independence of
the judiciary, the preamble of the
constitution from the USA; DPSP
(Directive Principle of State Policy),
method of election of the President,
member nomination to Rajya Sabha by
the president from Ireland; Concurrent
list, Article 108, freedom of trade from
Australia, and so on. 

Firstly, the basic flaw with the
Constitution as it was drafted was with
the supremacy of  Parliament. It had
been never clear from the Constitution
as to what was supreme, fundamental
rights under the Constitution or
Parliament. While SC said that
Parliament has unrestricted power to
amend the Constitution and in another
case said that fundamental rights are
supreme and un-alienated. This was
finally resolved in Keshavananda Bharati
case which said that there is a basic
structure of the Constitution which
cannot be amended.

Thinking about the various Indian
culture and financial improvement in 74
years, the Indian constitution has
experienced 102 corrections yet at the
same time, defects exist. The idea of 
 Nation-state was taken from European
culture. India wasn’t a nation-state
before European colonization. The
nation-state is a thought that developed
in Europe, as they have monotheist 

social orders that associate with one
language, one domain, and one
individual with one territory Though
in India various kinds of individuals
live, have more than several dialects
and features a few domains. The
creators of our Constitution appear to
have neglected to comprehend these
standards and later on, the idea of the
Nation-State authorized by British
happen to be owned up attempting a
disconnected view of the nation than
the Nation has of itself.
Democracy and Republic are
referenced within the constitution.
The Democratic government
deliberately prevents the
establishment of dictatorship yet its
intrinsic plan doesn't guarantee the
best of political leadership[1]. India is
only 74% of individuals are literate
now, and the greatest populace was
unskilled then and the force was given
to them to pick the leaders of the
nation. It is an issue in a diverse
society, which is causing feeble
governments, obstacles in strategy
making, and so forth. Indira Gandhi
added the word secular in the
constitution of India. That was wise
step considering the diversity of India,
incorporating of religion in politics
never been a better idea, but she
forgot to remove the clause which
says everyone has right to practice
their religion (belief system). These
both words, Freedom of belief and
secularism, both are contradictory,
the first says 'one is free to practice
one’s beliefs, the latter says, one is
Secular, which means one is non-
religious and don’t consider religion
as an important factor in day-to-day
life. Since two people are bound to
have different beliefs, it will be “one
man's beliefs versus another man's
beliefs”, this is the root cause of all the
wars happened in past, happening in
present and will happen in upcoming
days.

[1]‘Yes, India Is a Democracy but It’s Not Really
a Republic’ (Times of India Blog, 14 May 2017)
<https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/a
akarvani/yes-india-is-a-democracy-but-its-
not-really-a-republic/> accessed 28 August
2020.

Constitution of India is the most
supreme law of the land, a
document of people’s faith and
aspirations possessing a special
legal sanctity which governs the
conduct of all the other laws or
even the legality of all other laws
within a decree. The Constitution
of India was framed by an elected
body named Constituent
Assembly, and was formally
adopted on 26th November 1949
and came into force on 26
January 1950, when the members
of Constituent Assembly signed
the documents. With 448 articles
in 25 parts, 12 schedules, 5
appendices and 98 amendments,
the constitution of India is the
longest written constitution of
any independent country in the
world.

Our Constituent assembly
leaders visited nearly 60
countries and ransacked all of
their Constitution. Their job was
to scan the system being
followed by the other existing
democratic countries and to
choose the most suitable options
for India. We, Indians feel very
much proud of being part of such
an enormous and diverse
Constitution, which was crafted
by taking many good
Amendments from many other
countries. Our Constitution isn’t
flawless. That's why many new
amendments were presented
into it, for keeping it upgraded
and fruitful for the continued
generation.

Did India make a mistake in
blatantly taking provisions from
other countries constitutions?

J O Y I T A  G H O S H
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The Constitution depends on a plan of
morality. They are generally founded on
Victorian Christian morality. The
Constitution doesn't base itself
concerning the Indian origination of
profound quality and morals, which is
subtler and advanced. The essential
structure and more profound layers of
the constitution must be founded on
the unchanging laws, and worldly layers
ought to be based on the evolving times.
This separation is missing in the Indian
constitution since it doesn't put
together itself concerning a developed
plan of morality, for example,
Dharma[3].
 
The state has not tried to understand or
align its policies with what is
fundamentally the nature of this
society. The Constitution characterizes
the state as Communist when the social
economy of India that kept us the
richest country for quite some time
before we were colonized is based on
traditional society's capital
management, but not on some socialist
or capitalist principles. Our pioneers,
enchanted by the strength of the West
and its victories based on colonial loot
formed our economic strategies and
financial way of thinking after the West.

To put it, what we have now, is a state
against the Nation. Legitimate
governments can, best case scenario
limit the harm in their term, and rogue
administrations expand the harm,
however, the essential issue stays in the
Constitution. When we take into
perception the way that present-day
Constitution creates artificial
geopolitical entities called states which
have nothing to do with the social scene
of the nation, it becomes clear how
misaligned the constitution is for the
country. Yet there is still scope for
upgrading it with amendments
consistent with the requirements of the
state.

[3]‘Idea of India, Unity and National Integration |
Hindu Human Rights Worldwide’ (20 November
2013)  https://www.hinduhumanrights.info/idea-
of-india-unity-and-national-integration/>
accessed 28 August 2020.

Secularism means “indifference
to or rejection or exclusion of
religion and religious
considerations” and secular
means “not overtly or specifically
religious”. So, being secular is not
bad at all. Problems arise when
people think secularism is
supporting freedom of belief.
Freedom of belief/Religion and
secularism do not go together. In
the west also, the concept of
Secularism created because the
church was influencing politics
and that was contradicting the
concept of equality and freedom,
so they separated both. Little
they knew that in a democracy
people elect their leader if
people are communal leadership
will be secular. This is where
west went wrong, this happened
because the church was too
strong, they make-believe people
that without belief they don't
exist[2]. Indira Gandhi
added the word “secular”, to the
preamble of the constitution,
which has no
legal value. The preamble is not
enforceable in a court of law.
There are many Democratic
constitutions in the world
without a preamble. 

[2]Christophe Jaffrelot, ‘A Skewed
Secularism?’ (South Asia Citizens Web, 27
August 2020)
<http://www.sacw.net/article2081.html
> accessed 28 August 2020.
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Legislative Super-majority

International Perspective

It is said that the constitution of the
United States is one of the hardest
constitutions to be amended, given its
rigidity. Article V of the US constitution
lays down the amendment procedure
for the country, which is done by the
process of convention of states and
state ratification. In the leading case of
MacLeod V. United States[1] it was ruled
that if the legislature would accept a
given custom and make it into a law
only if it is valid and benefiting the
society in one way or the other. 

On the other hand we have states such
as the United Kingdom and New
Zealand, which both rely on the
principle of parliamentary sovereignty.
This means the final legal authority on
all constitutional matters is ultimately
the legislature. In contrast, the
constitution of U.S. of Alabama has 
 been amended more than 28 times.
However, there are counties where a
few or no amendments namely Australia
and Japan respectively, have been
accepted.

There are various design options for the
amendment procedures, below listed
are the options and the countries that
follow the procedures mentioned. [2] 

Super-majority means “a number that is
much more than half of a total,
especially in a vote” e.g. In India 2/3rd
of votes cast are required for
amendment, but these must form up at
least absolute majority  (i.e. 50+1) of the
total membership.

[1] 1913229 U.S  416
[2]https://www.idea.int/sites/default/files/pub
lications/constitutional-amendment-procedures-
primer.pdf

Bicameral Legislature

Reference to people (Referendum)
Australia, Jamaica, Latvia, Spain
demand Referendum if
fundamental provisions are to be
amended. 
Australia, Denmark, Ireland and
Japan are countries which demand
a referendum for all amendments
no matter how little or
inconsequential they may be.
In countries like Switzerland and
Kenya, legislature follows a
procedure for referendum.Given
that the changes made are not
controversial or are recognized as
urgent.
In countries like Canada and India
there is Reference to states
provinces or regions for the
purpose of ratification.
In countries like Italy, Estonia and
Jamaica a proposed amendment is
to be passed twice , as it was in
the first time, in an interval of
usually 3 months or 90 days. This
is commonly known as Double
Decision Rules

Amendment by Simple Majority (
Art 5,169 and 239-A)
Amendment by Special
Majority(Articles which can be
amended by Article 368)
Amendment by Special Majority
and Ratification by States  (Special
Majority + ratification by ½ of the
state legislature). Provisions can
be passed by a majority of 2/3rd in
the Parliament, and there is a
small set of entrenched provisions
which require ratification of at
least half of the states in the Union
along with special majority.

in Bhutan , a ¾ majority of the
members of parliament in a joint
session is needed in order to make
any amendment in the constitution.

1.

2.

3.

Indian Perspective

The Indian Constitution provides for
three categories of amendments.[3]
For this purpose various Articles of
the constitution are divided into three
categories :

Introduction

Webster dictionary defines
amendment as :“ the process of
altering or amending a law or
document (such as a
constitution) by parliamentary or
constitutional procedure.” In
simple words the term  means “ a
minor change or addition
designed to improve a text, piece
of legislation, etc.” 

A constitutional amendment is a
modification of the Constitution
of a polity, organization or of any
given entity. Constitutional
Amendments are often made to
improve the constitution in such
a way that it accords itself
according to the changing norms
and views of the society. As
society changes and grows the
definition of what is acceptable
and what is not changes with
time , hence we need
constitutional amendments. Over
the world various amendment
procedures are followed,
perspective and approach for the
same differs from place to place.

Amendment Procedure :
Necessity or an Overriding
Tool?

D E V A N S H I  S H A R M A
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KesvanandaBharti Case[9]. The Supreme
Court laid down as to what were the basic
features of the Constitution such as
limiting the power of the constitution and
strengthened the doctrine of Basic
Structure. The court also held that social
welfare laws should not infringe with
Fundamental Rights. 
Independence of judiciary was made as
the part of the basic structure and the
foundation of judicial review was laid. It
was in the Minerva Mills case the Supreme
court struck down two clauses of art.368
ie. Cl (4) and (5) , which were passed and
added by the 42nd Amendment Act, 1976.
The above said clauses removed all
limitations on the amending powers and
were a destructive of the basic features of
the Constitution.

Conclusion 

In reference to the above analysis we can
say that the procedure of amendment is
an extreme necessity of any country’s
constitution and its citizens. Nevertheless,
there are relatively few constitutional
democracies that set a higher threshold
for amending the constitution. However,
we can not say that one part is more
important than the other. To support this,
we have seen in n number of Indian cases
that the “Basic Structure” can not be
amended by the legislature. 
 
It is the procedure of amendments which
keep the constitution alive and growing,
given that the constitution changes with
the ever-growing concerns and the
changing mindsets of the people. As we
saw in the case of NALSA v. Union of
India[10] where the SC recognized the
transgender community as the “third
gender” and affirmed them fundamental
rights. There is a thin line separating
amendments to be a necessity or an
overriding tool. Where the procedure
starts to have an overriding effect, it stops
being a necessity.

[9]id.
[10]AIR 2014 SC 1863

In the case of Golaknath v.
State of Punjab[5] SC over
ruled Shankri Prasad’s
case[6]and   held that the
Fundamental rights can not
be amended in order to
enforce DPSP on citizens.
The case cleared that the
Parliament can not amend
Part III of  the constitution in
any way which would result
curtailment of   fundamental
rights of the citizens. The
Chief Justice applied the
doctrine of Prospective
Overruling and held that this
decision will have only
prospective operation and,
therefore the 1st , 4th and
17th Amendment will
continue to be valid. It means
that all cases decided before
this case shall remain valid.
[1]
In Minerva Mills v. Union of
India[1] the Supreme Court
made the doctrine of basic
structure more strong and
the changes made by the
42nd Amendment, 1976 were
declared void, in reference to

Amendments become even more
important when the country
follows a federal system. In most
of the written constitutions, the
power to amend the
Constitutions is either vested in
the ordinary Legislature or
special provisions given to the
legislature. In the landmark
judgment of KesavanandaBharti
v. State of Kerala[4] it was quoted
“If no provisions for amendment
were provided, there would be
constant danger of revolution...”

Case Laws

[4]AIR 1973 SC 1461.
[5]1967 AIR 1643, 1967 SCR (2) 762
[6] id
[7]Dr. J.N. Pandey, Constitutional Law Of
India 806 (Dr. SurendraSahaiSrivastava ,
55th ed. 2018) of publication)
[8]AIR 1980 SC 1789.
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“A great man is
different from an

eminent one in that
he is ready to be the

servant of the society.”

- Dr. B.R Ambedkar



Introduction

In India, the prison system is
weighed down by the sheer
number of criminals that there are.
We do not have enough prisons to
keep all of them. Apart from that,
it has been found time and again
that imprisonment is not the best
way to bring about a change in
people. It makes it difficult for
them to examine their mistakes
when they are locked up with a
group with no one to talk to and
get guidance from. In such cases,
it has been found that when
prisoners are released early or
when they are provided with the
kind of resources that they need,
true change can be brought about. 
It was the All India Committee on
Jail Reforms headed by Justice A.N.
Mulla which was appointed by the
then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
which suggested the government
to formulate some reforms to the
present prison system. It was on
the basis of these
recommendations that the system
of releasing prisoners early from
the prison on the basis of their
good behaviour. The committee
had identified that most of the
population in prison weren’t in for
violent crimes, but by associating
with hardened criminals, they
might turn to a life of crime once
they are released. 

International Perspective - 

In the United States of America,
criminals who have been
incarcerated can get some time off
their sentence for good behaviour.
Inmates who follow all the rules of
the prison, do not commit any
additional crimes while in there,
take part in some programmes
that can earn good credit. 

Ordinary Remission
Annual Good Conduct Remission
Special Remission
State Remission.

Indian Perspective -

In India, prisoners can be released early
from prison on account of their good
behaviour. The prisoner can become
eligible for this by following all the rules
set up by the prison authority and by
taking up some industry. Through their
actions, they have to ensure the people
in charge that once they are released,
they won’t turn to crime again. The
system was introduced to encourage
exemplary conduct from the inmates
and to try and modify the brutal
conditions in Indian Prisons.

Currently, there are four types of
remissions in place:

1.
2.
3.
4.

The Superintendent of the Jail is in
charge of granting ordinary remissions.
A prisoner can become eligible for this
by working in some capacity at the
prison or the prisoner overseer, or the
warden can also grant a fixed number of
days as remission every month.
Foe annual remission as well, the
Superintendent is in charge. This
remission is granted when the prisoner
has not committed any crime for a
continuous period of one year. If they
maintain the same behaviour for two
years then, they get fifteen days off of
their sentence and sixty days off if the
behaviour is maintained for three years.
Any prisoner who is eligible for ordinary
remission is eligible for this remission
as well. Three people in the Prison
administration system can grant this
remission. The Superintendent can
grant thirty days remission every year
while the Chief Probation Officer can
grant thirty days as well, but only to
those inmates who have been released
under the Good Conduct Prisoners
Probational Release Act 1926. The

Inspector General of the Prison has
the power to grant sixty days off. It
must be noted that under this
remission, an individual inmate is
entitled to both the remission
provided by the Inspector General
and by the Superintendent or the
Chief Probation Officer. The state
remission is granted by the State
Government on special occasions like
the Independence Day or the republic
day. The state cannot remit more than
one third of the total sentence of an
inmate.

Case Law- 

In Maru Ram vs Union of India[1], the
Supreme Court had pointed out that
imprisoning someone for a long
period of time may not be the most
effective way to determine that once
they are out, they will live up to the
society’s standards. The court had
held the rules of remission to be
effective recommendatory guidelines.
In Pyare Lal vs State of Haryana[1], the
Supreme Court asked the government
to formulate guidelines for providing
remission for prisoners. They had
pointed out that the background of
the inmate and the effect which it had
on the society at large was not looked
into. For this reason, they saw it fit to
refer the case to a larger bench.

[1] (1981) 1 SCC 107.
[2] 2200 SCC ONLINE SC 583.

Good Conduct during
Imprisonment: A Ticket to Freedom

V A I S H N A V I  D A N D O T I K A R
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Conclusion - 

The Indian Prison System does
not have enough funds to
accommodate the number of
inmates which we have today.
The condition of prisoners in
prison is deplorable and even if
the Prison Authorities want to
make it better, they might not be
able to do so. For this very
reason, the remission system was
introduced. Though the idea was
to encourage good behaviour
and a life away from crime, the
goal has not been achieved due
to the presence of systematic
oppression and politics. Due to a
lack of proper guidelines and
criteria, prisoners in India have
to dance to the tunes of the
Prison Authorities lest they be
excluded from the remission
system.

It would help them a great deal if
the government were to lay
down a proper criterion so that
any form of oppression or
corruption which exists in the
system today can be erased.

ETCHING THE PATHA U G U S T  2 0 2 0 |   I S S U E  N O .  5 LAWCUTOR 

“Constitution is
not a mere

lawyers
document, it is a
vehicle of Life,
and its spirit is

always the spirit
of Age.”



Introduction

The concept of democracy led to
the evolution of ancient laws into
modern laws. As the concept of
basic human rights came into
existence and became an
important part of modern law,
many customs which had
eventually acquired the form of
law were abolished. The customs
which were not considered
appropriate and were incoherent
with law were abandoned because
they were discriminatory in
nature. Though customs still serve
as an important source of law,
their significance in modern law
has slowly declined. “Equality” is a
fundamental right in India and so
is “Freedom of Religion”.

While the former prohibits
unreasonable discrimination
between persons, the latter allows
people to practice and propagate
religion and religious customs and
to manage religious affairs.
Prohibition on entry for women of
certain age has been a
longstanding practice in some
temples in India. Though this is
practiced as part of a religious
custom under freedom of religion,
it is a discriminatory practice
violative of right to equality. The
question that often occurs before
the court of law while dealing with
a case like this where there is
conflict between “custom” and
“law” is that what should prevail
from the two. An issue that often
arises is whether all discriminatory
customs or practices are
incoherent with law and are
unconstitutional.
 

Indian Perspective -

The Indian Constitution can be
characterized by gender equality as it
insists on equality of status and negates
gender bias. The treatment meted out
to women under the constitutional
provisions is in the larger interest of the
community itself. It recognizes the
social customs and backgrounds of the
country and the fact that the women in
India have been socially and
economically handicapped for
centuries. It aims to eliminate this
socio-economic backwardness of
women and to empower them in such a
manner as to bring about effective
equality between men and women.[1]
Articles 14 to 18 of the Constitution
guarantee the Right to Equality to every
citizen of India, embodying general
principles of equality before law and
prohibiting unreasonable discrimination
between persons.[2] Article 15 relates to
prohibition of discrimination on
grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or
place of birth. Under Article 15(2), no
citizen shall on the grounds only of
religion, race, caste sex, place of birth
or any of them be prohibited from
entering any place of public access.[3]At
the same time, Article 25(1) guarantees
to every person the “freedom of
conscience” and the “right to profess,
practice and propagate religion”; these
rights are not absolute and are
subjected to public order, health,
morality and other provisions of Part III.
Article 26(b) provides that every
religious denomination has the right to
manage its own affairs in matters of
religion. Rights under Article 26 are
subject to public order, morality and
health but not to the other provisions of
Part III.[4]The Supreme Court has
referred to religion as matter of
personal faith and belief. To ‘practice’
religion is to perform the prescribed
rites, duties, rituals in order to exhibit
religious beliefs. Thus, the constitution

practices which are essential and
integral parts of a religion.[5] To
decide what practices are essential
and integral parts of a religion, the
Court rather allowing the religious
denomination ‘complete autonomy’
has entrusted the task of scrutinizing
such practices in the light of
scriptures and precedents of such
religion to   itself.[6]   The prohibition
on entry of women in the Sabarimala
Temple in Kerala was a classic
example before the court for
scrutinizing practices which are
essential part of a religion. The
question was whether a
discriminatory act of prohibiting
women from accessing a public place
(a temple), be considered an essential
religious custom under “freedom of
religion” when it is a discriminatory
act violative of the law vis a vis “right
to equality.”

INDIAN YOUNG LAWYERS
ASSOCIATION & OTHERS V. THE
STATE OF KERALA & OTHERS[7]
 
Members of the Indian Young Lawyers
Association, petitioned the Supreme
Court of India in 2006 to lift the ban
against women between the ages of 10
and 50 entering the Sabarimala
temple. It was argued that the
practice was violative of their
constitutional rights. The question
was on the validity of provisions in the
Kerala Hindu Places of Public Worship
(Authorisation of Entry) Rules Act,
1965 and the 1991 verdict on S
Mahendran’s petition where Justices
K. Paripoornan and K. Balanarayana
Marar of the Kerala High Court
banned entry of women between ages
10 and 50 from offering worship at
Sabarimala, stating that such
restriction was in accordance with the
usage prevalent for a long time.[8]
Arguments in Favour of Custom vis a
vis Against Entry of Women
J Sai Deepak, while representing the
group “People for Dharma” in the
Supreme Court argued that the deity
Ayyappan should be considered as a
person, and should be given the

TEMPLE ENTRY PROHIBITION
FOR WOMEN: A CUSTOM OR
DISCRIMINATION?

K A U S T U B H  S I N G H  T H A K U R

A U G U S T  2 0 2 0 |   I S S U E  N O .  5 ETCHING THE PATHLAWCUTOR



any practice as an “essential religious
practice” that is in violation of
constitution. Article 25 of the constitution
states that “all persons are equally entitled
to freedom of conscience and the right to
freely profess, practice and propagate
religion”, this gives equal worshiping
rights to men and women. The judgment
also ruled that Article 25 is also given
protection under Article 25 (2) (b) which
states that “the state can make laws for
social welfare and reform or the throwing
open of Hindu religious institutions of a
public character to all classes and sections
of Hindus.’’ Justice Indu Malhotra, while
dissenting, was of the view that the
petition should not have been entertained
as it was not the court’s job to determine
the practices of the religion except in
cases of social evils like ‘Sati’.[11]

CONCLUSION
 
Under Article 15(2) right to access public
places is to ensure equality, hence, women
being denied entry into the temple
because of their biological factor is an
assertion of the society that they are not
equal to men. The question arises whether
constitutional morality can be
compromised for public morality.

Keeping this in mind the judgement seems
appropriate. However, after the 5- judge
bench with the majority of 3:2 referred the
matter to bench of nine judges, certain
questions concerning the freedom of
religion under Article 25 and 26 came up.
There has been non- uniformity in the
application of ‘essential religious practice
test’ which is now made subject to another
test of ‘constitutional morality’.[12] The
criteria for which are not defined in the
constitution. Due to this the concept of
‘Constitutional Morality’ was invoked by
two different judges of the same bench in
Indian Young Lawyers Association & Ors.
v. The State of Kerala & Ors. to arrive at
opposite conclusions. Therefore, the
criteria of such broad terms are required
to be defined lest they become subjective.
[13]

menstruating age from visiting
him as per his will. He said that
exclusion is not discrimination
and religious restriction is not
odd because they are as per
traditions to respect the deity of
the temple.[9] Some women
choose to not enter the temple
believing that it would be an
insult to Malikappurathamma's
love and sacrifice. Some groups
also argue that menstruation is
impure thereby making women
of menstruating age also impure,
and that it is a sin to visit a Hindu
god while they are impure.

Arguments in Favour of Law vis a
vis in Favour of Entry of Women  
According to Article 14 of the
constitution “the state shall not
deny to any person equality
before the law or the equal
protection of laws within the
territory of India.’’ Restriction on
the entry of women is violative of
the right to equality as the
restriction is based on their
biological factor. Any
discriminatory or arbitrary
actions and exclusion of women
from the inner sanctum of a
religious place is not only
violation of their fundamental
right of religion but it also
against right of equality and non-
discrimination. The logic behind
banning of women was that it
will disturb the celibacy of the
lord Ayyappa. In this way the
burden is put on the woman
which is stigmatizing and
stereotyping them.[10]

 Held
 
The five judges’ bench decided
the case with 4:1 majority. Chief
Justice Dipak Misra, and Justices
A. M. Khanwilkar, R. F. Nariman
and D. Y. Chandrachud were of
the opinion that banning women
of 10 to 50 years of age is a
violation of their fundamental
right to equality and right of
freedom of religion. The court
was of the opinion that it cannot

ETCHING THE PATHA U G U S T  2 0 2 0 |   I S S U E  N O .  5 LAWCUTOR 

1 M.P Jain, Justice Jasti Chelameshawar &
Justice Dama Seshadri Naidu, Indian
Constitutional Law, pp. 974, 8th Ed.,
LexisNexis Publications, Guragaon, 2018.
2 Dr. J.N Pandey, Constitutional Law of
India, pp. 83, (56th Ed. 2019) (1st Ed. 1969),
Central Law Agency, Allahabad, 2019.
3 Id at 150.
4 The Constitution of India (103rd
Amendment) Act, 2019.
5 The Commissioner Hindu Religious
Endowments, Madras v. Shri Lakshmindra
Thritha Swaminar of Sri Shirur Mutt, (1954)
SCR 1005 (India).
6 Durgah Committee, Ajmer v. Syed
Hussain Ali, (1962) 1 SCR 383 (India).
7  2018 SCC online SC 1690(India).
8 Sabarimala controversy: women lawyers
move Supreme Court, The Hindu, (JULY 31,
2006 00:00 IST),
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-
paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/sabarimala-
controversy-women-lawyers-move-
supreme-court/article18470164.ece.
9 Lakshmi Iyer, Meet Sabarimala case
lawyer Sai Deepak J, Mumbai Mirror, (Aug
5, 2018, 12:09 IST)
https://mumbaimirror.indiatimes.com/ot
hers/sunday-read/small-talk-the-deitys-
advocate/articleshow/65275883.cms?
utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_med
ium=text&utm_campaign=cppst.
10 Indian Young Lawyers Association &
Ors. v. The State of Kerala & Ors., 2018
SCC online SC 1690 (India).
11 Diva Rai & Pratiksha Sengar, Conflict
between Constitutional Law and Customs:
Indian Young Lawyers Association vs.
State of Kerala, (January 7, 2020),
https://blog.ipleaders.in/conflict-
between-constitutional-law-and-
customs-indian-young-lawyers-
association-vs-state-of-kerala/.
12 Kantaru Rajeevaru v. Indian Young
Lawyers Association Thr. its General
Secretary and Ors., Review Petition (Civil),
3358 of 2018.
13 Ayush Verma & Shivam Garg, Whether
all Discriminatory Religious Practices are
Unconstitutional, (April 2, 2020),
https://blog.ipleaders.in/whether-all-
discriminatory-religious-practices-are-
unconstitutional/#_ftnref8.



ETCHING THE PATHA U G U S T  2 0 2 0 |   I S S U E  N O .  5 LAWCUTOR 



The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019

This bill seeks to provide citizenship to illegal migrants who are Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis
and Christians from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan. 
This bill amends the Citizenship Act, 1955 and few provisions related to OCI (Overseas Citizen of
India)  cardholders. Earlier, a person could register as an OCI if they or their spouse are of Indian origin.
After this bill, government has got powers to cancel an OCI registration in case violation of any law is
found on the part the registered person.         
Some tribal areas of Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Tripura are excluded from the scope of this bill. 

The Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition,
Rehabilitation and Resettlement (Second Amendment) Bill, 2015

This bill replaces the Land Acquisition Act, 1894. It governs land acquisition, rehabilitation and
resettlement.
It increases the compensation rate upto four times the market value in rural areas and upto twice the
market value in case of urban areas.        
It also makes it mandatory for the government to rehabilitate and resettle those whose land has been
acquired by the government.         
It also mandates that consent of 80 percent people will be required in case the land is to be acquired for
private purpose by a company.          
It also contains a provision wherein government can temporarily acquire land for upto 3 years wherein
no rehabilitation and resettlement would be required. 

The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Bill, 2019

The Bill reorganises the state of Jammu and Kashmir into the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir
with a legislature, and the Union Territory of Ladakh without a legislature.
The Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh will be administered by the President, through
an administrator appointed by him known as the Lieutenant Governor.
Legislative council for the state of Jammu and Kashmir is not elapsed.
A legislative assembly having 107 seats was set up for the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir
wherein 24 seats remain vacant for areas of Jammu and Kashmir being under the occupation of
Pakistan.   Seats are also reserved for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and for woman
representation.
The Schedule lists 106 central laws that were made applicable to Union Territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh.   153 state laws of Jammu and Kashmir were repealed.   Majority of the state laws
remained in force as they were while few were amended.
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3.
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The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 2019

This bill makes triple talaq, either orally, in written or electronic form to be void and illegal.
The declaration of talaq is now held to be a cognizable offence with a punishment upto 3 years of
imprisonment with fine.
Muslim woman, against whom talaq has been declared, can seek subsistence allowance from her
husband for herself and for her dependent children.   
A Muslim woman, against whom such talaq has been declared, is entitled to seek custody of her minor
children.

The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2019
This bill prohibits the discrimination against a transgender person, including denial of service or unfair
treatment in relation to education, employment, healthcare, access to, or enjoyment of facilities, right
to reside, rent, or otherwise occupy property, opportunity to hold public or private offices, etc.
It provides that every transgender person shall have a right to reside and be included in his household. 
If the immediate family does not take care of the transgender person, the person may be placed in a
rehabilitation centre. 
Government and private entities are also prohibited to discriminate against them in employment
related matters. 
Educational institutions funded or recognised by the relevant government shall provide inclusive
education, sports and recreational facilities for transgender persons, without discrimination. health
services including separate HIV surveillance centres and sex reassignment surgery centres are also to
be provided by the government.
They can also get an identity certificate from the District Magistrate.

The Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty Fourth Amendment) Bill, 2019

This bill aims towards advancement of “economically weaker sections” of the society.
The bill amends Art 15 of the Constitution permitting government to provide for advancement of
economically weaker sections
Art. 16 was also amended to allow government to make reservations for backward classes of citizens if
they are not adequately represented in services under the State.
Up to 10% of seats will be reserved for them in educational institutions and in public employment.

The Constitution (122nd Amendment) (GST) Bill, 2014
This amendment bill was passed to introduce Goods and Service Tax in India.
 Parliament and state legislatures will have concurrent powers to make laws on GST.   Integrated     
 Goods and Service would be a levy by the Centre for inter-state supply of      goods and services. 
 A body called the GST Council, consisting of the Union Finance Minister, Union Minister of State for
Revenue, and state Finance Ministers, will recommend rates of tax, period of levy of additional tax,
principles of supply, special provisions to certain states etc.  
The centre can to impose an additional tax of up to 1%, on the inter-state supply of goods for two     
 years or more. This tax will accrue to states from where the supply originates.
If states incur any loss due to introduction of GST, the parliament may compensate states upto a period
of 5 years.
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The Small and Medium Enterprises Development Bill, 2005      

This bill classifies enterprises into small and medium enterprises and also empowers the state to
promote such enterprises.
The Bill repeals the Interest on Delayed Payments to Small Scale and Ancillary Industrial Undertakings
Act, 1993.
With respect to enterprises engaged in production and manufacture of goods, it would be considered as
a small enterprise if its investment in plant and machinery is Rs. 5 crore or less and it would be
considered as a medium enterprise if its investment is more than 5 crores but less than or equal to 10
crores. 
For enterprises dealing in services, it would be considered as a small enterprise if its investment
amounts to Rs. 2 crore or less and it would be considered as a medium enterprise if its investment
amounts to more than RS. 2 crore but less than Rs. 5 crore. 
it also provides for establishment of National Small and Medium Enterprises Board to make
recommendations to the Central Government on policies and programmes for development of Small
and Medium Enterprises.

The Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and
Services) Bill, 2016

The Bill was introduced so as to provide subsidies and services to targeted group of individuals residing
in India by assigning them unique identity numbers, called Aadhaar numbers.
It is mandatory for every Indian citizen to have an Aadhaar number and on the basis of this, government
identifies individuals and give subsidies and services. 
A Unique Identification Authority (UID Authority) is established which performs the function of
 specifying demographic and biometric information to be collected during enrolment, assigning Aadhaar
numbers to individuals, authenticating Aadhaar numbers, and specifying the usage of Aadhaar numbers
for delivery of subsidies and services. 
For obtaining information of an individual, an application has to be made to the UID Authority. No
information of an individual is disclosed without his consent. 
Biometric information of an individual such as his finger print, iris scan and other biological attributes
are used for Aadhaar enrolLment and authentication. Such information is kept confidential and in no
case is shared with anyone except for purposes specified by regulations

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2015

This lead to introduction of a insolvency resolution process for companies and individuals. These
processes will be completed within 180 days.   If insolvency cannot be resolved, the assets of the
borrowers may be sold to repay creditors.
Insolvency Professionals are appointed to conduct the process. 
 Information utilities (IUs) are established to collect, collate and disseminate financial information to     
 facilitate insolvency resolution.
 The National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) has been empowered to adjudicate insolvency resolution
for companies and The Debt Recovery Tribunal (DRT) has been empowered to adjudicate insolvency
resolution for individuals.
 It also provides for setting up of an Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India that will regulate the
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The Indian Constitution
is the longest of any
sovereign country in

the world. In its current
form, it has a Preamble,

22 parts with 448
articles, 12 schedules, 5

appendices and 115
amendments.

Both the versions of the
Constitution, Hindi and

English, were handwritten.
It is the longest

handwritten constitution of
any country on earth. It was

handwritten by Prem
Behari Narain Raizada in a

flowing italic style with
beautiful calligraphy. The

Constitution was published
in Dehradun and

photolithographed by the
Survey of India.

On 24 January 1950,
284 members of the

Constituent Assembly
signed the Indian

Constitution at the
Constitution Hall, now
known as the Central
Hall of Parliament, in

New Delhi.

Its each page
uniquely decorated

by artists from
Shantiniketan

including Beohar
Rammanohar Sinha
and Nandalal Bose.

FACTS ABOUT INDIAN CONSTITUTION
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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW
MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

Article 14 does not encompass:
Equality before Law
Equal Protection of Laws
Protection against arbitrary action.
Protection of Life and Liberty

1.
2.
3.
4.

Article 21A of the constitution if India provides for:
Minority rights
Equality before Law
Abolition of Titles
Right of Education

1.
2.
3.
4.

Article 227 of the Indian Constitution deals with
Hight court's power of superitendance
Power of Speaker
Election of Vice President
None of the above

1.
2.
3.
4.

Article 245 has been interpreted on the basis of:
Doctrine of Territorial Nexus
Doctrine of colorable legislation
Doctrine of Eclipse
Doctrine of Pith and Substance

1.
2.
3.
4.

Financial Emergency has been imposed in India:
Twice
Thrice
Four Times
Never

1.
2.
3.
4.

How many types of writ can the Supreme Court issue for the enforcement of
Fundamental Rights?

Six
Four
Five
Three

1.
2.
3.
4.
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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW
MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

In case of John Vallamattone v. Union of India, AIR 2003 SC 2902, the Supreme
Court held that Section 118 of the Indian Succession Act is violative of the Article

25 & 26 of the Indian Constitution
21 & 32 of Indian Constitution
32 & 226 of Indian Constitution
136 & 141 of Indian Constitution

1.
2.
3.
4.

Following Schedule referes to municipality
VII
IX
VI
XII

1.
2.
3.
4.

Fundamental Duties have been inserted in the Constitution by:
The Constitution (42nd Amendment) Act
The Constitution (44th Amendment) Act
The Constitution (48th Amendment) Act
None of the above

1.
2.
3.
4.

How many elected members are there in Council of States
Six
Four
Five
Three

1.
2.
3.
4.

Establishment of Administrative Tribunals is related to which Article
Article 323
Article 323A
Article 232A
Article 233A

1.
2.
3.
4.

No person shall be twice punished for the same offence is incorporated in
Article 19 (1) (f)
Article 20(2)
Article 22
Article 368

1.
2.
3.
4.
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1st August, 2020 marked the first

anniversary of declaring the Triple Talaq as

criminal offence. Last year, president gave

his assent to declare Triple Talaq as a

criminal offence and after getting approval

from Parliament, this day is declared as

Muslim Women’s Rights Day all over the

country. Lok Sabha passed the Triple Talaq

Bill on July 25, 2019 with a majority of 79% of

MLAs voting in favour and 21% voting

against this. Thereafter, it was passed by

Rajya Sabha on 30th July, 2019 with 54% of

votes in favour and 46% of votes against it.

Then it became a law after getting assent

from the President. 

Triple Talaq is commonly known as Talaq-e-

biddat and was a provision for Muslim men

which is provided by Muslim Personal Law

(Shariat) Application Act, 1937. The Triple

Talaq Act states that any such act of divorce

is a legal offence and makes such act illegal

and void. Any person practicing Triple Talaq

is given punishment of three-years

imprisonment and such offence is non-

bailable. 

A decline of 82% has been seen in cases of

Triple Talaq since the implementation of the

Act. According to the reports of various

Waqf Boards, a total of 383000 cases were

reported during the year 1985-2019. Post-

July 2019, only a record 1039 cases of triple

talaq were recorded.

On 18th August, 2020, Supreme Court

dismissed a plea seeking directions to transfer

the contributions made to the PM CARES Fund

to the NDRF. The petition was filed by Centre

for Public Interest Litigation which was led by

Advocate Prashant Bhushan. A three judge

bench comprising of Justice Ashok Bhushan, R

Subhash Reddy and MR Shah stated that PM

CARES Fund cannot be ordered to transfer its

amount to NDRF because there is no

requirement of new disaster policy.

 It was also noticed by Supreme Court that PM

CARES is a charity fund and there is no

compulsion for donation of money to it. The

petitioner argued that the PM CARES was

created in violation of Disaster Management

Act, 2005 which states that any grant given by

any person or institution for disaster

management should be essentially transferred

to NDRF. 

So this was observed as a Fraud upon the

Constitution and question was also raised that

the Fund is not being audited by the CAG. But

the Supreme Court ultimately directed that PM

CARES Fund need not to be transferred to

NDRF.

A three-judge bench of Supreme Court

which was headed by Justice Arun

Mishra on 11th August, 2020 ruled that

daughters have equal rights as that of

sons on parental property. 

Daughters shall remain co-parcener in

the property throughout their life. 

  It was observed by the Court that

according to Section 6 of Hindu

Succession Act, 1956 the status of co-

parcener of the daughter who was

born before or after the Hindu

Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005

remains the same as that of the son.

This judgement also includes cases

where the father died before the

enactment of Hindu Succession

(Amendment) Act, 2005. The Supreme

Court in 2015 held that the Hindu

Succession Act, 1956 is applicable only

to living daughters but recently the

Supreme Court pronounced that a

daughter always remains a loving

daughter. After the amendment of the

Hindu Succession Act, 1956, daughters

were awarded equal rights in their

father’s ancestral property.
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On 22nd August, 2020, when the whole country is in the sick impact of the pandemic, the J&K State

Legitimate Administrations Specialist under the direction of its Patron-in-Chief, Ms. Justice Gita Mittal,

Chief Equity, High Court of J&K and with the support of Justice Rajesh Bindal, Judge, High Court of J&K

and Official Chairman of J&K State Lawful Administrations Specialist organized through distinctive

advanced stage modes, the 1st E-LokAdalat via video conferencing.

 The e-LokAdalat was started with a view to provide justice to all and to assist destitute prosecutors who

are facing monetary issues and mental pressure. Till date, a total of 5757 cases were taken by 110 seats

within the day long e-LokAdalat at different courts all over the Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh. A total

of 4273 cases were arranged through this and a sum of Rs. 11,49,45,449 was granted as remunerations and

settlements.  

The cases taken were criminal cases, work debate, gracious cases, cases concerned with power and

water bills, family matters, cheque dishonours and bank recuperation cases.

A new controversy arose over Justice Uma

Nath Singh who is the present Lokayukta

of Nagaland and a retired Chief Justice of

Meghalaya High Court. The controversy is

about the 'unjust and arbitrary' personal

demands of Justice Nath. A three judge

bench comprising of Chief Justice S.A.

Bobde, Justice A. S. Bopanna and V.

Ramasubramanian addressed the petition

filed in this issue.   A Lokayukta is not

allowed to take any decisions outside the

statutory powers and capacity designated

to him but despite this Justice Nath

involved himself in the arbitration of the

case Synergy IspatPvt. Ltd. v. Barbara

ElizabetSimoes. There were also earlier

controversies against Justice Nath. When

he was in Punjab and Haryana High Court,

it was reported that he had repeated

conflicts with the members of High Court

Bar Association. Once he declared an

advocate lunatic and ordered CBI to send

him to mental asylum.   The petition

highlighted several issues against the

Justice. He demanded Kohima

Commissioner of Police to be present for

his arrivals and departure at the airport

and also asked the army to be deployed

for his personal safety. He also asked the

old bungalow of CM and also asked to

portray his photograph on the

government websites along with CM and

Governor's photograph. These were

considered as very vague and ancillary. So

the three judge bench after looking at all

issues at hand, asked Justice Uma Nath

Singh to respond within two weeks of

time period.

On 25th August, the Reserve Bank of India announced that it will conduct a simultaneous purchase and

sale of government securities under Open Market Operations. An aggregate amount of Rs. 20000 crores

in two equal tranches has been announced. An auction is being held for this purpose which started from

27th August and will continue till 3rd September. 

The RBI said that it reserves the right to decide on the matters of purchase and sale of the individual

securities, accepting bids of less than the aggregate amount, purchasing or selling marginally higher or

lower than the aggregate amount and to accept or reject any bid either wholly or partially without

assigning reasons for the same. The objective of this is to raise short term yields and lower long term

yields. 

It was announced by the Central Bank that the government securities will be bought by it which includes

6.18%, 8.24%, 5.79% and 7.95% maturing on 4th November, 2024, 15th February, 2027, 11th May, 2030 and

28th August, 2032 respectively. The RBI will also sell the securities maturing between October and

November, 2020.
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Arjun Munda, Tribal Affairs Minister,

launched two 'Trifood Projects'

virtually in Raigad in Maharashtra and

Jagdalpur in Chattisgarh. Tertiary

Processing Centres is being

implemented by TRIFED in these

areas, under the Ministry of Tribal

Affairs with association of Ministry of

Food Processing. It has been started

with an aim to enhance the income of

tribals through better utilisation and

value addition to the minor forest

produce which is collected by the

tribal forest gatherers.

The unit set up in Raigad, Maharashtra

will be used for value addition to

mahua, amla, custard apple and jamun.

By using these materials, mahua drink,

amla juice and candies, jamun juice and

custard apple pulp will be produced. In

Jagdalpur, a multi-processing centre is

being set up where processing of other

fruits and vegetables will be done to

produce vegetable pulp, pure honey

etc. 

Tribal Affairs Minister stated that this

project will help in a holistic

development of tribal people and it

will be based on the biodiversity of

tribal life which needs to be enhanced

and preserved.

On 20th August, India and Israel signed a cultural agreement which is a three year programme of

cooperation for strengthening the strategic bilateral relations by promoting people-to-people

exchanges. Sanjeev Singla, India's Ambassador to Israel and Gabi Ashkenazi, Foreign Minister of Israel

signed the agreement. 

This programme of cooperation between India and Israel are for the years 2020-23 and is based on

the cultural agreement signed by both on 18th May, 1993. The major areas in this agreement includes

exchange of culture and art experts, protection of cultural heritage and archaeology with the help of

Israel Antiquities Authority and Archaeological Survey of India, organising literary fests and book fairs

and translation of famous works in each other's languages, student exchanges, participation of film

makers and sports-related interactions among youth.  

Ambassador Sanjeev Singla said that ''The strategic relationship between India and Israel is on a

qualitatively different trajectory since the historic visit of PM Narendra Modi to Israel three years ago

in July 2017. The agreement will give further impetus to enhance people-to-people relations."

 This agreement is a series of agreements between India and Israel that will focus on various areas of

cultural exchanges in both countries

Sri Lanka will draft a New Constitution after discarding the 19th Amendment which was passed in

2015. The 19th Amendment imposed restrictions on the powers of the President and strengthened the

Parliament. 

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa said '' As the people have given us the mandate we wanted for a

constitutional amendment, our first task will be to remove the 19th Amendment to the Constitution.

After that, all of us will get together to formulate a new Constitution suitable for the country. The new

Constitution would prioritise the concept of 'one country, one law' for all the people''. 

In the recent general elections conducted in Sri Lanka, the Sri Lanka PodujanaPeramuna or People' s

Front (SLPP) secured two-thirds majority by promising the abolishment of 19th Amendment. The Sri

Lankan President told the Parliament that it is 'essential to make changes in the current electoral

system by retaining the elements of proportional representation system. The President called for an

out-of-the-box thinking for overcoming the local and global challenges being faced by the country.
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The Defence Ministry released a list of 101 military items which will not be imported anymore. This list will be

gradually implemented in next four years which will spawn indigenous production of military hardware in

accordance to Aatma-Nirbhar Bharat. 

The main role now comes to the participation of private sectors in manufacturing the military hardware because the

items which have been restricted are already developed by the public sector undertakings and is being used by Armed

Forces.

  The Defence Ministry said '' With the latest embargo on import of 101 items, it is estimated that contracts worth

almost Rs. 4 lakh crores will be placed upon the domestic industry within the next five to seven years.'' In these items,

items worth Rs. 1,30,000 crores each are anticipated for the Army and the Air Force while items worth almost Rs.

1,40,000 crores are anticipated for the Navy over the same period.
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