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FROM
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FOUNDER

“Good Leaders create a vision, articulate a vision and passionately owns a vision and turn it into a reality”
- Jack Welch
Being the Founder of Lawcutor, I have strived to pave the way for people and believed that my goal shall be achieved only
when we can reach out and make a difference in the lives of each and every person of the Legal fraternity. Our Purpose was to
bring together the entire Legal Community from all over the world, to aid like-minded people in various fields of law to make a
difference, to bring about a positive change.
In 2020, when my dream was culminated into a reality, I was aware that this Journey was not going to be easy, but I also knew
that it will be worth it. A number of my peers at Law School had often complained the lack of in-depth and regular updates
from the legal fraternity and also about various fun-activities that should be the part of people with law background, which
could not only help them in their career but strengthen their legal acumen.
Standing out in this world and having the spine to go above and beyond has fuelled this journey and I look forward to serve
each and every one of you with greater enthusiasm every passing day.
This Magazine is a step towards the Goal that I have set for myself. As Lawcutor grows as a family, serving each and every one
of you, I deeply believe that we not only need to pave the way and set goals but doing that in the right way is also necessary.
This Magazine is brought to you with innovative ideas and challenging issues, which deems to pour deep into your mind and
bring out the Lawyer in you.
I am grateful to my Entire Team who has worked day in and day out to make “Etching the Path” a success. I extend my
heartfelt gratitude to all my Readers and I hope that we shall have you as a part of this incredible Journey hereon.
Concluding this in the words of Robert Frost:
“Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less
traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.”
Sincerely
Shubham Sharma.
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AKANSHA CHOPRA

COVID-19 AND
APPLICABILITY OF
FORCE MAJEURE
CLAUSE
On 31st December 2019 China
reported to WHO about the
number of cases of pneumonia
of unknown cause detected in
Wuhan City, China. On 11th
March, 2020 WHO indicated that
Covid-19 virus as a “pandemic”.
The Covid- 19 has spread across
the globe in the past couple of
months. Almost all the countries
and other territories across the
globe confirmed huge number of
cases of Covid-19 and thousands
of people are died due to Covid19, it is the most crucial time
witnessed by the whole world. In
such circumstances, the whole
world takes some measure steps
to protect their citizens from
Covid-19.
Restrictions
from
moving
country to countries
Restrictions
on entry of
foreign nationals
Maintain social distancing
On 25th March 2020 India was
officialy ordered by our Prime
Minister, Mr. Narendra Modi to
be on a ‘complete national
lockdown ’till 15th April, 2020.
Further, numerous countires
have implemented travel bans
restricting
local
movements
within the regions. The number
of cases of Covid-19 is increasing
day by day in the Country.

According to the sources, the lockdown
will be increase due to the increasing
number of cases day by day in the
country. Covid-19 has had a direct
impact on the economic across the
world.
The
restriction
on
the
cosntructional and commercial activites,
decreased workforce will have a
cascading impact on contractual
obligations.
According to the study, the outbreak
may result in hillarious fall in the world
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and all
sectors of industry may be impacted.
Due to the outbreak of the Covid-19,
performances under many contracts
will be delayed, interrupted or will be
cancelled. Further, companies may not
be able to perform their obligations
under the contracts. On 19th February
2020 the Department of Expenditure,
Ministry of Finance has issued an office
memorandum stating that COVID-19
should be consider as a ‘natural
calamity’ and force majeure may be
invoked
wherever
considered
appropriate. The Covid-19 poses several
challenges to the global economic and
commercial market. Some have had
commercial impacts on specific sectors
with interruption to supply chains,
challenges in meeting contractual
obligations and implications under
funding arrangements etc.
Companies should carefully review and
understand their contracts and the
potential
applicability
of
“Force
Majeure”. Force Majeure Clause events
are those, which are beyond the control
of a human being or any company. The
intention of the Force Majeure Clause is
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to save the performing party from
consequnces of something, which is
not in control. In Indian context, the
“force majeure” is contained under
the Section 32 and 56 of the Indian
Contract Act, 1872. Most force
majeure includes “acts of god,
pandemics,
epidemics,
illness,
disease, war, disaster, government
regulations”. It is clear that the force
majeure applied on the standard
agreements, generally include natural
events such as “Act of God” which may
be extended to epidemic and
pandemics. The Supreme Court of
India laid down their decision in the
case of Energy Watchdog v. Central
Electricity Regulatory Commission and
Anr. The Supreme Court also
observed that the Regulatory Powers
of the Commission come into play
when the guidelines issues in this
regard are silent. "Force majeure" is
governed by the Indian Contract Act,
1872. The Supreme Court held: "In so
far as a force majeure event occurs de
hors the contract, it is dealt with by a
rule of positive law under Section 56
of the Contract. The performance of
an act may not be literally impossible
but it may be impracticable and
useless from the point of view of the
object and purpose of the parties."
Covid-19 is pandemic has already
started affecting the business all
across the world. The impact of Covid19 causes on the ability of parties to
perform their obligations. In situations
where an agreement does not provide
for “force majeure” or one does not
fall within the “force majuere” clause,
a party may have to look beyond the
clause. In such situation, one may
consider invoking Section 56 of the
Contract Act. However, in such a case,
one party would have to show that
the event, i.e. Covid-19 has changed
the conditions totally. It may be
suitable to ensure that the impacts of
Covid-19 on the ability to perform
their
obligations
under
the
agreements are clearly identified and
all efforts are taken to moderate the
loss/
damage/delay
caused
in
performing the obligations.
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RTI ACT
SUPERSEDES
OFFICIAL SECRETS
ACT

Introduction
The Supreme Court on
14th march, 2019, said that the
Right to Information Act (2005)
has revolutionized governance in
India and that it trumps the
Official Secrets Act
These comments were made by
Justice K.M. Joseph while hearing
the review petition filed in the
Rafale deal case. The bench also
comprised of former Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi and Justice
S.K. Kaul. Justice Joseph’s
judgment countered the claim
made by the government for
privilege over Rafale purchase
documents under the Official
Secrets Act (OSA). He observed
that the
Right to Information Act was a
‘priceless
right’ of ordinary citizens of India
to demand information even in
matters
affecting national security and
relations with a foreign state.
The two acts
Right to Information (RTI) is an
act of the Parliament of India. It
lays down the rules and
procedures regarding citizens'
right to information. Under the
provisions of RTI Act, any citizen
of
India
may
demand
information from a "public
authority" which is required to
reply expeditiously or within
thirty days. RTI is a legal right for
every citizen of India.
But this information disclosure is
restricted by certain special laws
in India. Official Secrets Act, 1923

is one of these laws. The Official Secrets
Act 1923 is India's anti-espionage act
and provides for the protection of state
secrets and official information, mainly
related to national security. In the OSA
clause 6, information from any
governmental office is considered
official information which can be used
to override requests under RTI act,
2005.

Admissibility of documents
The Attorney General K.K. Venugopal
had claimed privilege over three
documents pertaining to the Rafale
fighter jet deal with France and said
those documents could not be
considered in evidence as per Section
123 of the Indian Evidence Act.
He contended that no one can produce
them in the court without the
permission
of
the
department
concerned as those documents were
also protected under the Sections
3 and 5 of the OSA. Further, according
to Attorney General’s submissions, their
disclosure was exempted under Section
8(1) (a) of the RTI Act.
The Centre objected to the admissibility
of those documents added by former
Union ministers Yashwant Sinha and
Arun Shourie and activist lawyer
Prashant Bhushan in their review
petition against the Supreme Court’s
December 14 judgment in which the
court dismissed all the petitions against
the Rafale jet deal.
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Submissions by petitioner
Prashant Bhushan, senior advocate,
who was appearing on behalf of the
former union ministers Arun Shourie
and Yashwant Sinha , stated the
prelimary objections of the centre as
mala fide and untenable arguments.
He said government cannot claim
privilege over the documents which
are already published and is in public
domain. He said that Section 123
Indian Evidence Act only protected
“unpublished documents”.
He also cited Pentagon Papers case of
the US, in which a question had arisen
as to whether defence documents
relating to the Vietnam War could be
published, saying that the US
Supreme Court rejected the claim of
national security.
Supreme Court’s Judgement
The Supreme Court didn't appear to
be convinced with Attorney General
KK
Venugopal’s
arguments
for
dropping the ‘secret’ documents from
record. The documents in question
had been published in The Hindu, a
national daily. The case did not strictly
involve in a sense the claim for
privilege as the petitioners had not
called upon the respondents to
produce the original and as already
noted the state did not take objection
to the correctness of the contents of
the documents. Delivering a separate
judgment in the Rafale case, Justice
K.M. Joseph made the following
observations:
The Right to Information Act
confers on ordinary citizens the
‘priceless
right’
to
demand
information even in matters
affecting national security and
relations with a foreign state.
Justice
Joseph’s
judgment
countered the claim made by the
government for privilege over
Rafale purchase documents under
the Official Secrets Act (OSA).
Justice Joseph said the Right to
Information (RTI) Act overawes the
OSA. Under Section 8(2) of the RTI
Act, the government cannot refuse
information if disclosure in public
interest
overshadows
certain
‘protected interests.’
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Future Impact of the Judgment
The Supreme Court has said that
the Centre cannot withhold
documents
from
disclosure
under the RTI Act citing national
security and relations with a
foreign state.In order to withhold
the documents the applicant
must establish that withholding
of such information produces
greater harm than disclosing it.
This judgment has widened the
scope of the people’s Right to
Information Act. It further put
restrictions
on
any
public
authority to snatch away this
valuable right by claiming
exceptions under the Official
Secrets Act which extends to all
matters of secrecy and
confidentiality in governance in
the country.
Conclusion/Suggestion
Justice Joseph, while giving this
judgment asked the government
to read the Right to Information
(RTI) Act, 2005 and he underlined
the fact that with the ushering in
of RTI jurisprudence, one needs
to
look
forward
towards
disclosure of information and
not go back to the earlier stances
adopted in this regard.
The basic objectives of the RTI
Act, 2005 are to:
Empower the citizens
Promote
transparency
and
accountability in the working of
Government
Contain corruption
Make our democracy work for
the people in real sense.
Clearly this judgment has tried to
protect the objectives of this act.
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AADHAR
VERDICT
The Aadhaar scheme was initiated in the
year 2009 in order to cater to the
requirement of reliable identity proofs for
access to welfare schemes and services
rendering such benefits to general public
given by the Central or State Government
for which expenditure was drawn from the
Consolidated Fund of India.
The identity proofs like ration card or
driving license, which were used earlier for
receipt of a subsidy, benefit or service,
could easily be duplicated or forged and
thus, disenabling the plan to help the
eligible individuals to
access the government schemes and
benefits. With a sole aim to address the
problem mentioned above, the biometric
scheme was
sought to identify and help the right
candidates under the benefits schemes of
centre and state.
In 2016, the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of
Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and
Services) Act, 2016 was enacted, aiming to
provide to the scheme “to identity the
eligible person”-a legislative and structured
backing. It was thought to be a fool proof
plan.
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Though, while realizing the scheme,
major consequential gaps like issue of
protection of data, the manner in which
the Act was passed, in what areas the
linkage is necessary, if the provisions of
the Aadhar Act were contrary to the
right to privacy which has been
established as a fundamental right by
the
Supreme
Court
in
Justice
K.S.Puttaswamy (Retd.) and Anr. Versus
Union of India and Ors. [WRIT PETITION
(CIVIL) NO 494 OF 2012] surfaced,strictly
demanding the Judiciary to step in and
decide the legal stand over them.
In September 2018, The Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court, led by
Chief Justice of India, Justice Dipak
Mishra upheld the validity of Aadhaar
scheme and the Act subject to certain
limitations. There were number of pleas
before the Court on which the Aadhaar
verdict was propounded after being
heard for a period of four and half
months.
The decision, however, was passed with
a 4:1 majority with Justice D Y
Chanadrachud’s having a dissenting
view about the constitutionality and
other dimensions of the Act. In sharp
contrast to the majority verdict by the
bench, he clearly pointed out it as
“subterfuge and a fraud on the
constitution” and that Aadhaar law
cannot be passed as Money Bill simply
because it does not qualify under Article
110 of the Constitution.
The law was passed bypassing the Rajya
Sabha thus challenging the very lawmaking procedure and putting across
a question mark on the latent intent
behind the move. In the concerned
matter, Rajya Sabha had some
recommendations for the bill which was
rejected by Lok Sabha. The legality of
this issue was argued before the court.
Justice Chandrachud also stated that
the Act stands in contrast with the idea
of protection of fundamental right; by
violating the right to privacy. He said,
“this data was vulnerable to be misused
by third party and private vendors, and
that too, without the consent of an
individual.”
On other hand,Justice A.K. Sikri, from
the majority bench, said that Aadhaar
eliminates the possibility of duplication
and empowers the marginalised
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It is “unique in an unparalleled way,”
he added.
In the judgement, the Supreme Court
listed out the services which do not
require Aadhar verification following
the verdict. The bench mandated that
Aadhar would remain compulsory for
filing of Income Tax Returns under
section 139AA of the Income Tax Act
and allotment of Permanent Account
Number (PAN)which was held as
based on law and serving the
legitimate interest
whereas not
necessary for students seeking school
admissions or appearing in UGC, NEET
and CBSE examinations.
Telecom service provider also cannot
seek Aadhaar details from the
customer who buys new SIM Card or
fetches any related service. Other KYC
documents like Voter ID, driving
licences, etc. would be enough. This
piece was also favoured by dissenting
Judge.
Section 7 of the Aadhaar Act makes
Aadhar number must for availing
facilities of welfare scheme and
subsidies helping the poor and
marginalised. However, the top court
exempted children saying that no child
can be denied benefits of any
scheme if they do not possess the
Aadhar card. Thus, sorting out the
confusion amongst the public whether
for any service, linkage of Aadhaar is
mandatory or not.
It was held that it does not account for
violation of privacy as minimal
biometric data is collected, crippling
the invasion in an individual’s personal
domain,and hence serving in the
larger public good.
The provisions that have been struck
down:
The Section 57 of the Aadhaar Act has
been struck down, thus now
disallowing private entities to use
Aadhaar for verification purposes
making it clear that Aadhaar now is no
longer a proof of identity The phrase
“any purpose” used in this provision
was held to be too wide and
disproportionate.
An Aadhaar holder cannot be
persuaded
into
putting
such
information out as provided under
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section 33(2). Puttingoff Section
33(2) would mean disclosure of
identity information and Aadhar
data cannot be asked to be done
in the interest of national
security thereby ensuring a far
better privacy of individual’s
Aadhaar
data.Even
after
maintaining the law,if there is a
case of breach of security, the
provision of filing a complaint
finds its place in the Act under
section 47.
Section 2(d) has also been
rendered unenforceable by the
aforementioned
judgement
which provided for storage of
metadata
of
individuals
generated at the instance of any
transaction made.
Bottom-line:
It has been a step ahead in
direction of recognizing the need
for progressive data protection
principles with repercussions, of
course.
Since it is just the
beginning there is lot and far
better to come and be complied
with.
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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
Introduction
Capital punishment, also called death
penalty, execution of an offender
sentenced to death after conviction by
a court of law of a criminal offence.
Capital
punishment
should
be
distinguished
from
extrajudicial
executions carried out without due
process of law. There are several
nations that have already abolished
capital punishment and there are
some, like India, who have an
elaborate procedure. Doctrine of the
rarest of the rare case along with a list
of aggravating and mitigating factors is
used to determine whether a person
should be given such a sentence or
not. Mode of
execution must also be according to
the International norms ‘quick and
painless’
Factors considered for the “rarest of
the rare case”:
Manner of Commission: The Court
stated that if the crime was carried
out in extremely brutal manners so
that it arouses the intense
Indignation of the society, it would
fall under the rarest of the rare
case.
Motive for Commission: When the
crime is committed in furtherance
to betray the nation, or assassins
are contracted to kill the victim, or
any intentional plan is made to
murder the victim in an inhumane
way, it’ll also fall under the rarest of
the rare.
Magnitude: When the crime is
humongous in extent, for example,
murdering all the members of a
family.
Socially Abhorrent Nature: When
the crime is such that it is socially
loathed, such as murdering a
person belonging to the backward
classes of the community, or
burning of a bride in case dowry
wishes are not met, or murdering a
woman to remarry again.

Victim: If the victim of the crime is a
child, who couldn’t have provided any
reason to the accused to carry out
the crime, or a helpless woman, or an
old individual, and if the victim was
mentally challenged, or the victim
was a public figure, the crime could
fall under rarest of the rare case.
There are several crimes that qualify
as a “capital crime,” and they tend to
vary by country, and sometimes even
by state. They are punishable by
death.

Some crimes and offences which are
punishable by death are:
Aggravated
homicide:
It
is
punishable by death in accordance
with Section 302 of the Indian Penal
Code.
Terrorism-related
offenses
not
resulting in death: The use of any
special category of explosive to
cause an explosion that could
imperil life or cause serious harm to
property is punishable by the
capital punishment.
Rape not resulting in death: An
individual who inflicts injury in a
rape which results in death or is left
in a “persistent vegetative state”
may be punished with death under
the Criminal Law Act, 2013.
As indicated by the 2018 Criminal
Law Ordinance, an individual who is

liable for rape of a girl who is below
12 years of age may be sentenced to
death or sent to prison for 20 years
along with fine. The 2018 amendment
also specifies the death penalty or life
imprisonment for a girl’s rape under
the age of 12.
Kidnapping not resulting in death:
As indicated by Section 364A of
Indian
Penal
Code,
1860,
kidnapping not resulting in death is
an offence punishable by death. If
any individual who is confining an
individual, threatens to harm or kill
him and actually results in causing
death of the victim, will be liable.
Drug dealing not resulting in
death: If a person convicted of a
commission or attempt to commit,
abet, or criminal conspiracy to
commit any of a range of drug
trafficking offences, or financing of
some specific types and amounts
of narcotic and psychotropic
substances, the individual in can be
sentenced to death.
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Treason: Capital punishment is
given to any individual who
is pursuing or attempting to take
up arms against the government
and helping Navy, Army, or Air
Force officials, soldier, or members
to commit a mutiny.
Military offenses not resulting in
death: Mutiny or assaulting
airman, soldier, the sailor from his
duty and various other offences
are punishable by death if
committed by a member of the
Army or Navy or Air Force.
Other offences resulting in death:
In the Indian Penal Code, capital
punishment is given to an
individual who commits murder
during an armed robbery. The
abduction of the victim for the
money is punishable if the victim
has been killed. Organized crime
involvement, if it results in death,
is
punishable
by
capital
punishment.
Committing
or
helping to commit Sati to another
person is also punishable by the
capital punishment
Other offences not resulting in
death:
1. If a person is involved in a criminal
conspiracy to commit a capital
offence is punishable by death.
2. Attempts to kill those sentenced to
life imprisonment are punishable
by death if the victim is injured by
the attempt.
3. If an individual provides false
evidence with the knowledge that
it can lead to the conviction of
someone belonging to scheduled
caste or tribe for committing a
capital offence on the basis of
such evidence, will be punished
with the capital punishment if it
results in the conviction and
execution
of
an
innocent
individual.
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Offenders excluded from Capital
Punishment:
Minor: According to the law in India,
a minor who is under the age of 18 at
the time of committing a crime is not
executed.
Pregnant Women: Clemency must be
granted to a pregnant woman
sentenced to death according to a
2009 amendment.
Intellectually Disabled: According to
the Indian Penal Code, a person
while committing a crime who was
mentally ill cannot be executed.
Some relevant cases
Jagmohan v. State of U.P[1973 1 SCC
2]
The Supreme Court held that Articles
14, 19 and 21 did not violate the death
penalty. The judge made the choice
between the capital punishment and
life
imprisonment
based
on
circumstances, facts, and the nature of
the crime. The decision to award the
death penalty was made in accordance
Article 21.
Rajendra Prasad v. State of U.P[1979
3 SCC 646]
The judge held that unless it was shown
that the criminal was dangerous to
society, capital punishment can’t be
justified. It was also held that the death
penalty for the murder offence awarded
pursuant to I.P.C. Section 302 did not
violate the constitution’s basic feature.
Conclusion
It is a controversial topic which is
related to social and moral aspect.
When we look at the national crime
statistics, capital punishment has not
proved to be deterrent for doing
offences and the crime rates have
continued to rise. Proper investigation
must be undertaken before executing a
person, it is permanent in nature and
irreversible, thus it is important that all
relevant materials are accounted for
and if there is even a small percentage
of uncertainty, such punishment ought
not be awarded.
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WITNESS
PROTECTION SCHEME

Witness has been considered the
most indispensable part for the
Criminal Justice System in India.
The entire trial procedure has
direct
relevance
with
the
testimony of witnesses.
According
to
Black’s
Law
Dictionary “Witness” means any
person,
who
possesses
information or document about
any crime regarded by the
competent authority as being
material
to
any
Criminal
proceedings and who has made
a statement, or who has given or
agreed or is required to give
evidence in relation to such
proceedings.
The Witness Protection Scheme
provides
the
definition
of
“Witness” as any person, who
possesses
information
or
document about any crime
regarded by the competent
authority as being material to
any Criminal proceedings and
who has made a statement, or
who has given or agreed or is
required to give evidence in
relation to such proceedings.
In the words of Bentham,
“Witnesses” are the eyes and
ears of the court. Every modern
state being welfare state has a
duty to protect the witnesses.
The Indian laws despite having
several protections for witnesses
was not adequate to cope up
with the contemporary hostilities
against the witnesses.
The Witness Protection Scheme
is a boon for the witnesses as it
provides
the
mandatory
immunization to the witnesses in
the country. The importance for
this scheme has been elucidate
by
some
recent
judicial
pronouncement wherein the
apex court said that when in
matter if the witnesses are

threatened it would not amount to fair
trial. In Zahira Habibulla H. Sheikh and
Another v. State of Gujarat[(2004) 4 SCC
158] wherein while defining ‘Fair Trial’,
the Hon’ble Supreme Court observed
that “If the witnesses get threatened or
are forced to give false evidence that
also would not result in fair trial.
Further, the hon’ble Supreme Court of
India, also held in State of Gujarat v.
Anirudh Singh[(1997) 6 SCC 514] that: “It
is the salutary duty of every witness
who has the knowledge of the
commission of the crime, to assist the
State in giving evidence.”

Ingredients in the Witness Protection
Scheme:
The
Witness
Protection
Scheme
provides for the protection of witnesses
on the threat perception and protection
measure inter alia include protection
change of identity of witness and their
relocation, installation of security
devices in the residence of the
witnesses, usage of specially designed
court rooms.
The scheme has categorically envisaged
the witnesses under three categories
based on the threat perception.
Category A: Where the threat exists to
life of witness or his family members
during investigation, trial or thereafter.
Category B: Where the threat exists to
the safety, reputation and property
during the investigation, trial or
thereafter.
Category C: Where the threat is
moderate and extends to harassment
to the safety, reputation and family
members during the process of
investigation, trial or thereafter.
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The Scheme provides for the State
Witness protection fund for meeting
the expenses of the scheme.
Budgetary allocation made in the A
nnual Budget by the State
Government.
Receipt of amount of costs
imposedordered to be deposited
bythe courts/tribunals in the
Witness Protection Fund.
Donations
contributions
from
Philanthropist,
Charitable
Institutions, Organizations, and
individuals permitted by the
Government.
Funds contributed under Corporate
Social Responsibility.
Loopholes of Witness Protection
Scheme
The scheme has many practical
problems. The vices that scheme
suffers with are as follows:
1. Providing security guard to the
witnesses is one of the challenging
tasks because of a smaller number
of the police present in the area.
2. The evident corruption in the
judiciary and police administration
is a suffice bottleneck to achieve
the coveted objective of the
scheme.
3. The recording of statement by the
magistrate is not viable because of
low number of the courts and staff
deficient judiciary.
Suggestions:
There
should
be
independent
protection witness cell which will
prevent from the fraud identities of
the witnesses. The Government
should create awareness about the
Witness Protection Scheme to remote
areas as witnesses are not well versed
with this scheme they fear to come
out and give their valuable testimony
to the court. The witnesses must be
provided with the medical facilities,
proper
counselling
and
state
compensation should be provided.
If any the witness found violating the
terms and condition enrolled in the
scheme, they should be penalized.
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Conclusion:
Witness
protection
scheme
needs to be implemented on
ground
level
with
utmost
urgency. The scheme will have
good impact on the society as it
addresses
the
common
problems existing in every parts
of
the
country.
The
establishment
of
required
machineries and funds must be
disbursed on time for proper
implementation of the program.
The contemporary society has a
rooted effect of plutocracy. So,
the effect is predominantly
evident in the society where in
the accumulation of countries
resources is restricted in the
hands of few individuals. The
proper
implementation
of
witness protection scheme will
help to achieve the ideals our
constitution speaks for.
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PATENTING
E-CIGARETTE
An Electronic Cigarette comprises
nicotine without harmful tar. It
includes a shell, a cell, nicotine
solution, control circuit and an
electro-thermal vaporization nozzle
installed in the air suction end of the
shell. The advantages of the invention
are smoking without tar, reducing the
risk of cancer, the user, however, still
gets a smoking experience, the
cigarette is not lit and there is no
danger of fire.
Invention
The original technology, involving
battery-powered heating systems that
vaporize nicotine-laced liquid, is
credited to Hon Lik, a Chinese medical
researcher, in 2003. In 2005, just 150
e-cigarette inventions were described
in published patents. By 2012, the
figure jumped to 220 and by 2015, it
was over 500 inventions, as per the
research of the IP & Science business
of Thomson Reuters. So far, the total
has reached over 700; this is possible
because a single invention can very
well be covered by several patents.
This technology has since become
popular and is now estimated to be
worth over $3.5 billion.
Indian reluctance
The Indian government, however, has
recently imposed a ban on ecigarettes, by passing the Prohibition
of Electronic Cigarettes (Production,
Manufacture,
Import,
Export,
Transport, Sale, Distribution,Storage
and Advertisement) Act, 2019 on the
5th of December, 2019. Since the
issuance of the ordinance for banning
e-cigarettes, the Controllers at the
Indian Patent Office (IPO) also seem
reluctant in allowing the claims
directed towards e-cigarettes. Inter
alia, the Controllers have started
raising the objection under Section
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3(b) of the Patents Act, 1970, which
states that “an invention, the primary
or intended use or commercial
exploitation of which, could be
contrary to public order or morality or
which causes serious prejudice to
human, animal or plant life or health
or to the environment is not
patentable”. And, as per the latest
manual of patent practice and
procedures issued by IPO, the
examples of inventions that may fall
within the purview of Section 3(b)
include, inter alia, inventions that may
cause injury, and the IPO intends to
put the e-cigarettes under this subcategory.
This change in the stand of the IPO
towards e-cigarettes raises grave
concerns, at least, for the applicants
having the patent applications relating
to
e-cigarettes
and
associated
products pending for examination at
the IPO.
This reluctance is not just limited to
India, but many other states,
especially in the US, have released
some regulations governing the use of
e-cigarettes. Thus, the feeling of
contempt regarding e-cigarettes is
universal.
The ironical situation is that while
smoking and conventional cigarettes
are still allowed in the country, the ecigarettes, which claim to reduce the
harmful effects of smoking in
comparison
to
the
traditional
cigarettes, are banned.
Article
4quater
of
the
Paris
Convention, 1883, states that the
grant of a patent shall not be refused
and a patent shall not be invalidated
on the ground that the sale of the
patented product is subject to
restrictions or limitations resulting
from the domestic law.
A similar stance is taken by Article 27
of the TRIPS Agreement, 1994.
The Challenges
The problem with not granting
patents by the IPO is that soon such
inventions will be publicly available for
use by anybody and it will not be
practically possible to regularize them.
At least, after granting of patent, the
rights of the invention belong to the
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Applicant only and it would be
still possible for the government
to regulate the intended use, if
required.
Moreover, the ban on ecigarettes
would
anyway
supersede the patent right
anyway, even if granted.
So the allowance of patent
application does not hamper the
effect of the ban on e-cigarettes
in India.
Another anomaly is the enmity
between the different ruling
parties. This country has, over
the years, witnessed such
phenomenon quite often where
the new government counters
the move of the previous
government. Relying on this
cyclic practice, it would not be
completely immoral to say that
when the new government
comes, there is a chance that the
ban on e-cigarettes can be
removed, and if that is done, it
would only lead to an irreparable
loss to the Applicant.
Conclusion
E-Cigarettes, though are one of
the upcoming concerns in the
Intellectual Regime, need to
showcase a lot about their
potential. Though they claim they
are important tools for reduction
of harm caused by traditional
cigarettes, critics fear the devices
may instead fuel a new wave of
nicotine addiction and cite a lack
of long-term scientific evidence
to support their safety, this is
said because in essence they are
less harmful to the lungs than
traditions cigarettes that use tar
and
nicotine
in
a
high
concentration.
As regards the Indian reluctance
in getting them patented, these
inventions actually focus on
reducing the harmful effect of
smoking, instead of actually
causing serious prejudice to
human, animal or plant life.
Therefore,
such
inventions
cannot be held to be non-

LAWCUTOR

patentable under Section 3(b).
The problem of not getting a patent is
also prevalent in many of the states of
USA.
The
problem
is
that
governments think they will create a
new wave of addiction, with them
claiming to use less tar and being less
harmful, there is a chance the nonsmokers may take a try at it, and if
they like the ‘vaping’, they can very
well jump to traditional cigarettes.
In my opinion, the stance of the
governments in showing reluctance to
patenting the E-cigarettes is justified,
however, they must in this case bring
in regulations to control the
manufacturing, supply, storing, etc. of
traditional cigarettes as well. Since
they too, are not less harmful, and are
a major cause of cancer. So if Public
Policy is the ground taken by the
government, they must go at it
hammer and tongs.
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LIST OF COMMITTES
AND COMMISSION IN
INDIA
CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISSION

Year of Establishment: 2005
Purpose: To receive and inquire into
complaints from aggrieved persons

Year of Establishment: 1964
Purpose: To address and probe offences
by Central Government officers,
officers of societies, corporation and
local authority under the Central
Government
ENERGY

COMMISSION

OF

Year of Establishment: 1958
Purpose: To look after atomic energy
activities in India

NATIONAL
(NHRC)

HUMAN

RIGHTS

Year of Establishment: 1965
Purpose: To give meaningful real income levels
to farmers, and to help farmers adopt new
technology for increased productivity.
NATIONAL
COMMISSION
CLASSES (NCBC)

CENTRAL VIGILANCE COMMISSION

ATOMIC
INDIA

COMMISSION FOR AGRICULTURAL COSTS AND
PRICES (CACP)

COMMISSION

Year of Establishment: 1993
Purpose: To protect and promote human
rights

FOR

BACKWARD

Year of Establishment: 1993
Purpose: To consider inclusions in and
exclusions from the lists of communities notified
as backward for the purpose of job reservations
and tenders needful advice to the Central
Government on such matters

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON CATTLE

Year of Establishment: 2002
Purpose: To recommend ways to improve
cattle condition in India

UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION (UGC)

Year of Establishment: 1956
Purpose: To provide recognition to
universities in India, disburse funds and
maintain standards in university education
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LIST OF COMMITTES
AND COMMISSION IN
INDIA
NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR WOMEN
(NCW)

Year of Establishment: 1992
Purpose: To protect and promote the
interests of women in India

COMPETITION COMMISSION OF INDIA
(CCI)

Year of Establishment: 2003
Purpose: To enforce 'The Competition
Act, 2002' all over India

TELECOM COMMISSION

Year of Establishment: 1989
Purpose: To deal with various aspects
of telecommunications

ELECTION COMMISSION (ECI)

Year of Establishment: 1950
Purpose: To administer the election
process all over India

NATIONAL STATISTICAL COMMISSION (NCS)

Year of Establishment: 2005
Purpose: To reduce the problems faced by
statistical agencies with regard to the collection
of data
LAW COMMISSION

Year of Establishment: 1834
Purpose: To reform the law for promoting justice
in society

CHIEF LABOUR COMMISSIONER

Year of Establishment: 1945
Purpose: To enforce labour laws and other
labour-related issues
FINANCE COMMISSION (FCI)

Year of Establishment: 1951
Purpose: To define the financial relations
between the centre and the states
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INTERVIEW
ASMIT CHITRANSH: JUDICIARY ASPIRANT

Asmit Chitransh, a graduate from
Symbiosis Law School, Hyderabad is an
inspiration to the future legal fraternity.
Lawcutor is grateful to interact with such
great mind

LAWCUTOR: Hello Sir, kindly introduce yourself professionally and personally to our readers.
ASMIT:

Hello, my name is AsmitChitransh. I am from Allahabad. I did my schooling from
Allahabad and graduated from Symbiosis Law School, Hyderabad in the year 2019 with
a BBA LL.Bdegree. Presently, I am preparing for Judicial Service Examinations.

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

LAWCUTOR: After your schooling how your interest inclined towards law?
ASMIT:

Throughout my schooling, pursuing law was not my first option. Like any other PCM
student, I chose Science and was preparing myself for the Engineering entrance exams,
thinking to make a career in the field of machines.
I have developed my interest towards the legal field when I was in class 11th. I had
attended a seminar on beginner’s guide to CLAT preparation and on courses of LL.B.
and LL.M.This seminar gave me an overview about the successful career
that an individual can make by pursuing law. It also inspired me deeply that I
decided to make a career in law. I started reading law journals and news about the legal
field and its officers, which pushed me to enrol for CLAT coaching classes.

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................
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LAWCUTOR: Kindly tell us about your law school journey?
ASMIT:

My law school journey was decent with its own ups and downs. Five years of
integrated course in BBA. LL.B. was no piece of cake. Over the period of 5 years I
learned about various laws and its application, depending on the facts of each case.
I participated in Moot Court Competitions, Mock Trials, Mediation Competitions,
Paper presentation etc. to get an insight about the law and strengthen my
knowledge. I did internships from various organizations to understand the practical
knowledge of law. College can teach you about the theoretical aspect of law but its
application and the practical part can be learnt during internships and through some
research work. I have also learnt some management skills. Coming from a science
background I found some difficulty to get a grip on management subjects.
Nevertheless, I am glad that I never had any backlog in BBA. subjects.
BBA. LL.B. is good combination w.r.t. overall development of a student as it involves
a mix of Management and Reasoning skills which can be put in good use to face the
various challenges which one might encounter.

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

LAWCUTOR: What are the areas of laws that fascinated you the most during law school?
ASMIT:

The most fascinating area was Criminal Law during my law school. I am a judicial
aspirant and preparing for the same but if in case I don’t get through judiciary; I’ll
start my practice in Criminal Law. (It is always better to be ready with a Plan B).
Apart from Criminal Law, Competition Law fascinated me a lot.
..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

LAWCUTOR: How did you strategize your work in legal research?
ASMIT:

After completion of each semester, I have done internships during the summer and
winter breaks. These internships included the various kinds of fields of law like
Banks, Tribunals, Competition Commission of India, Advocates and Law Firms.
During my 3rd Year (Fifth semester) I got a Pre-placement offer and worked as a
Paralegal from Astrea Legal Associates LLP, a law firm in Pune and worked with
them for 10 months. With the help of internships and from my experience as
Paralegal, I was able to structure my area of research and to pen down the action
points. Each and every internship helped me in a different way to learn things
differently.
Apart from my internships, co-curricular activities helped me a lot in strategizing my
legal research.
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LAWCUTOR: It is said that moot courts and other competitions play an important part in the CVs
of the students. What are yourviews on this point?
That is true. As you all must be aware that in a moot court competition a student can
be either a researcher or a speaker and there are various laws combined together in
one particular moot problem, so a researcher discovers various areas of law which
ultimately help them to learn about the intricacies of law. And w.r.t. a speaker,
pleading in front of judge requires a lot of confidence and it improves oratory skills.
Apart from moot court competitions, paper presentations and mock trials are also
important for a law student to enhance knowledge and improvise research and
drafting skills. Ultimately all these things are very helpful to enhance the CV. And
while applying for job, the focus area includes co-curricular activities apart from
marks.

ASMIT:

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

LAWCUTOR:

What made you to choose to serve the judiciary over the fancy corporate job?

ASMIT:

Judiciary was my ultimate goal. With the help of my internship I explored various
areas of laws. While I was interning at Allahabad HC I attended lot of court
proceeding of the Hon’ble Chief Justice of the High Court, which was inspiring.
If you want to learn the basics of law then go for internships in District Courts. Every
law student is advised to go for at least 3 internships in a court under a Senior
Advocate.
So, ultimately these things helped me to develop my interest in Judiciary. But before
getting totally inclined towards one goal I wanted to explore myself and want to get
100% sure about it; that is why I took the job of a Paralegal in Astrea Legal to get an
experience and also worked in a law firm as an intern.

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

LAWCUTOR: How are you preparing for Judicial Service Examination and how far your internship
experience are useful in your preparations?

ASMIT:

In comparison to internships, taking coaching classes are more useful for Judiciary
Preparation. If one is planning to study on their own, then it would be a very difficult
task. The most basic preparation is Bare Act reading, one has to go through it as it
is the foundation for preparation and to read a Bare Act thoroughly, a coaching will
help you to do that. Why coaching is important? It helps you streamline and follow a
fixed schedule for preparation. Focus on the subject and a fixed schedule for
preparation is very important for Judiciary.
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..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

ASMIT:

On the other hand, Internships are also helpful. For example while interning in a
district court or in any organization for that matter, an intern learns legal drafting,
and in judicial exams one must know how to draft an answer properly in Mains
examination which is the second stage out of three to crack the exam. There is a set
pattern which has to be followed while writing an answer and legal drafting along
with the college exams helps you learn that pattern.
One must have the practical knowledge too because it will help in developing the
confidence and intellect that every judicial officer must possess.
..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

LAWCUTOR: What are some challenges you faced during your preparations for the Judiciary
exams, and how did you overcome them?

ASMIT:

The major difficulty was to memorise the sections of Bare Acts.I am sure, in a law
school, every studenthad studied from Bare Acts also but the pattern to study for
judiciary is totally different from the pattern of law schools. In college we generally
study the subject topic-wise but in judiciary one has to go thoroughly with the
sections. Each and every word of the sections must be on tips with their
explanations. So it is a challenging thing for me. I learn, revise, and write to
memorize them. This is one thing which should be in regular practice of a Judiciary
aspirant.

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

LAWCUTOR: How would you guide future judiciary aspirants in India? What strategy should they
opt while preparing for judicial examinations?

ASMIT:

I advise every legal student that when they are in III year or in the IV (depending
upon the 5-year integrated course or 3-year LL.B. programme) they should decide
what to do in future. There shouldn’t be any type of confusion. One must be
focussed towards his/her goals.
Whether one should go for Corporate or Judiciary or Litigation; one must clear their
confusion by III year and start preparing for it. Plus, they should start reading bare
acts thoroughly and try to understand the concept because it is the most basic and
important thing. And one must be regular while preparing; it is advised not to skip a
day from your studies.
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LAWCUTOR:
ASMIT:

Did you take coaching from anywhere? If yes, how did it help in your preparation
Judicial Services Examination?
I am taking classes from Rahul’s IAS in Delhi. It is the best coaching in the country
for Judiciary preparation. They help you clear the concept from the scratch itself.
They make you understand the origin of each and every word given in the section
and what is the importance of that word in the section of the act. A very detailed and
logical understanding of the subject is taught there. It is helping me a lot w.r.t. my
preparation for Judicial Services. Studying regularly and following a set pattern on a
daily basis helps me a lot.

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

LAWCUTOR: What is the most important thing that every student who is dreaming to step into the
big world out there as an accomplished Lawyer, should know?

ASMIT:

Any student who is dreaming to be an established lawyer must start from the very
beginning, which means to polish their skills they should first focus on their
internships. Intern in District courts first; in district court an intern learns the basic
procedures of court.
Further, with respect to litigation, start your career under a Senior Advocate who will
help you nurture litigator skills. A student always needs a teacher or Guru; in the
same manner a young and new lawyer needs the guidance of an established Senior
Lawyer.

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

LAWCUTOR:
ASMIT:

Would you like to give any suggestions to Lawcutor.
Lawcutor is doing a great job. It’s a very big step to help the legal gallery. One
suggestion - Kindly involve fraternities from the legal field and faculty members of
Law Schools in the Advisory Team.

.
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GOVERNMENT
AMENDS THE
EXTANT FDI POLICY
T

move appears directed mostly at

ownership of any existing or future

China. Inflows from Pakistan were

FDI in an entity in India, directly or

under scrutiny anyway, and the other

indirectly, resulting in the beneficial

five do not have a past record of

ownership

buying Indian Assets.

restriction/purview of the para 3.1.1(a),
such

he Government of Indian has Present Position:

falling

within

subsequent

the

change

in

beneficial ownership will also require

reviewed the (FDI) policy for curbing A non-resident entity can invest in

Government approval.

opportunistic takeovers/acquisitions India, subject to the FDI Policy
Concerns:

of Indian Companies due to current

except

COVID-19 pandemic.

which are prohibited. However, a

Businesses in India should ideally be

citizen of Bangladesh or an entity

under Indian control. Yet, on a

incorporated

can

broader level erecting new hurdles

The Government has amended Papa invest only under the Government

to foreign capital goes against our

3.1.1 of extant FDI Policy as contained

route. Further, a citizen of Pakistan or

post-1991 policy approach, the idea

in Consolidated FDI Policy, 2017. It

an entity incorporated in Pakistan

of which was to open the economy

has decided to put all FDI proposals

can

the

to money from overseas for the sake

sectors/

of growth. In a globalized world,

government activities other than defence, space,

country-wise restrictions can also be

Details:

in

those

in

invest,

from countries sharing border with Government
India

under

the

sectors/activities

Bangladesh

only

under

Route,

in

government approval route. The so- atomic energy and sectors/activities

gotten

called automatic route, under which prohibited for foreign investment.

disguised

the central bank simply had to be

transit country.

around

by

channeling

investment

through

a
a

informed after money has invested, Revised Position:
has been blocked in such cases.

A

Companies

beneficial

in India, subject to the FDI Policy

ownership also lies in such countries

except in those sectors/activities

will have to undergo government

which are prohibited. However, an

scrutiny for any change in foreign

entity of a country, which shares

holding.

land border with India or where

whose

non-resident entity can invest

the

beneficial

owner

of

MEDICAL >

HYDROXYCHLOROQUINE
(HCQ)

an

Why was the amendment made?

investment into India is situated

The

made

in or is a citizen of any such

potential

growing

country, can invest only under the

spotlight on Kolkata-based Bengal Chemicals and

influence of Chinese firms in Indian

Government

a

Pharmaceuticals Limited founded by PC Ray, the only

infrastructure companies and banks.

citizen of Pakistan or an entity

public sector unit that manufactures this anti-malarial

Recently,

incorporated

drug in India.

changes

largely

to

have

check

news

been
the

surfaced

that

route.
in

Further,

Pakistan

can

T

he anti-malarial drug touted by some as a
weapon

against

Covid-19

has

put

the

People's bank of China increased its

invest, only under the Government

stake

route, in sectors/activities other

About:

Finance Corporation to 1.01 percent

than

atomic

Prafulla Chandra Ray (1861 – 1944) was an eminent

from 0.8 percent. While India shares

energy

sectors/activities

Indian Bengali chemist who is regarded as the father

a

prohibited for foreign investment.

of chemical science in India. He was the founder of

In the event of the transfer of

Bengal Chemicals & Pharmaceuticals, India's first

in

land

Housing

border

Bangladesh,

Development

with

Myanmar,

Pakistan,
Nepal,

Bhutan, China and Afganistan, the

defence,
and

space,

pharmaceutical company.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY >

In 1896, he published a paper on
preparation
chemical

of

a

new

compound:

stable

mercurous

nitrite. He also proved that the pure
ammonium nitrite is indeed stable

AAROGYA SETU:
he Government of India launched a mobile app developed in public-private partnership to

T

bring the people of India together in a resolute fight against COVID-19.

by bring to pass a lot of experiments
and

explained

that

it

can

be

About:

sublimed even at 60 °C without

The App, called ‘AarogyaSetu’ joins Digital India for the health and well-being of every Indian.The

decomposition.

App, available in 11 languages, will enable people to assess themselves the risk for their catching the
Coronavirus infection. It will calculate this based on their interaction with others, using cutting edge

Literary works:

Bluetooth technology, algorithms and artificial intelligence. Once installed in a smartphone

He authored the ‘History of Hindu

through an easy and user-friendly process, the app detects other devices with Aarogya Setu

Chemistry – From the Earliest Times

installed that come in the proximity of that phone. The app can then calculate the risk of infection

to the Middle of the Sixteenth

based on sophisticated parameters if any of these contacts is tested positive. The App will help the

Century

Government take necessary timely steps for assessing risk of spread of COVID-19 infection, and

AD’,

documented

a

book

India’s

that

indigenous

ensuring isolation where required.

chemical practices starting from the
Vedic

era.

He

published

his

autobiography ‘Life and Experience
of a Bengali Chemist’ in 1932.

NEW DOMICILE RULE FOR JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Awards constituted:

In

1922,

he

donated

establish

Nagarjuna

awarded

for

the

money

Prize
best

GOVERNANCE >

to

to

be

work

in

T he Centre has defined new domicile

The provisions of the Act authorize the

rule for Jammu and Kashmir (J&K)

Tehsildar as a competent authority for

according to which a person residing in

issuing

chemistry. In 1937, another award,

J&K for at least 15 years will now be eligible

opposed

named after Ashutosh Mukherjee, to

to be a domicile of the Union Territory.

Apart from J&K resident, the following

be awarded for the best work in
zoology or botany, was established
from his donation. The Royal Society
of Chemistry dedicated its coveted
Chemical Landmark plaque to Ray,
the

first

non-European

to

be

conferred the honour, in 2011 on his
150th birth anniversary.

the
to

domicile
Deputy

certificate,

as

Commissioner.

are also eligible to apply for jobs or own
Salient features of new rules:

immovable property in J&K: Children of

In the latest gazette notification, Section

those

3A

PSB/universities

of

the

J&K

Reorganization

Central

Government/PSU/
officials

who

have

(Adaptation of State Laws) Order, 2020,

served in Jammu and Kashmir for a

under

Services

total period of ten years or children on

(Decentralization and Recruitment) Act,

parents who fulfill any of the conditions

has been introduced. It defines domicile

in sections.

as that who has resided for a period of

Section 5-A states that no person shall

15 years in the UT of J&K or has studied

be eligible for appointment to a post

for

and

carrying a pay scale for not more than

12th

level 4 unless he is a domicile of UT of

educational

J&K. Through the same order, the

a

the

period

appeared

in

examination

J&K

of

Civil

seven

class
in

years

10th
an

or

institution located in the UT of J&K.

Centre

has

repealed

the

J&K

Services (Special Provisions) Act.

Civil
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contributions,

PRIME MINISTER’S
NATIONAL RELIEF
FUND (PMNRF)
O

pposition leaders questioned

the setting up of the PM CARES
Fund to deal with the COVID-19
pandemic

by

Prime

Minister

specifically

where

the

The Prime Minister heads the Fund. Disbursements are

amount is meant for a particular

made with the approval of the Prime Minister. PMNRF

purpose, are not accepted in the

operates from the Prime Minister’s Office, South Block,

Fund. All contributions towards the

New Delhi. The fund is administered on an Honorary

PMNRF are exempted from Income

basis by Joint Secretary to the Prime Minister as

Tax under Section 80(G). PMNRF has

Secretary of the fund.

been

that

Administration:

the

not

mentions

INDUSTRY >

donor

constituted

by

the

Parliament. The fund is recognized
as a Trust under the Income Tax Act.

Narendra Modi when the Prime
Minister’s

National

Relief

Fund

(PMNRF) is already in existence.
Some critics pointed out that money
was lying ‘unspent’ in the PMNRF.
The PMNRF has an unspent balance
of ₹3,800crore as of December 16,
2019.
Background:

In pursuance of an appeal by the
then PM Nehru in January, 1948, the
PMNRF was established with public
contributions

to

assist

displaced

persons from Pakistan.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS >

G20 EXTRAORDINARY ENERGY MINISTERS’
VIRTUAL MEETING
S

hri Dharmendra Pradhan, Minister of

What is G20?

Present usage:

Petroleum and Natural Gas and Steel,

The G20 (or Group of Twenty) is an

The resources of the PMNRF are now

participated

international forum for the governments

utilized to render immediate relief to

Energy Ministers’ virtual Meeting on 10th

and

families of those killed in natural

April 2020.The meeting was called by

countries and the European Union (EU).It

calamities like floods, cyclones and

Saudi Arabia, in its capacity as the G20

was founded in 1999 with the aim to

earthquakes, etc. and to the victims

Presidency, and chaired by Saudi Arabia

discuss policy pertaining to the promotion

of the major accidents and riots.

Energy

Abdulaziz.The

of international ﬁnancial stability.Among

Since 2016, Financial assistance of

meeting was attended by Energy Ministers

the 19 members and EU, the EU is

Rs. 1 lakh is provided to the acid

of G20 countries, guest countries and

represented by the European Commission

attack victims from the Fund.

heads

and

in

the

Minister

of

G20

Extraordinary

Prince

international

organizations

central

by

bank

the

governors

Eu-

from

ropean

19

Central

including OPEC, IEA and IEF.The G20

Bank.Collectively, the G20 economies

Funding:

Energy Ministers’ focused on ways and

account for around 90% of the gross world

PMNRF

means to ensure stable energy markets,

product (GWP), 80% of world trade

which

(or, if excluding EU intra-trade, 75%), 2/3rd

donations

accepts
by

only

voluntary

individuals

and

are

institutions and does not get any

reduction

budgetary support. Conditional

pandemic

affected
as

result

and

the

due
of

to
the

ongoing

production -related matters.

demand
COVID-19
surplus

of the world population, and
approximately half of the world land area.
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LIFELINE UDAN

COVID-19 TESTS
ARE FREE ONLY
FOR ECONOMIC
WEAKER SECTION
H

A

s part of India’s war against the novel Coronavirus pandemic, the Ministry of Civil

Aviation has launched “Lifeline Udan”.
About:

on'ble Supreme Court in the

Under Lifeline Udan initiative, flights are being operated for the movement of essential and

case of ShashankDeoSudhi v. Union

medical supplies across the nation. The cargo of Lifeline Udan includes COVID-19 related

of India modify its earlier order dated

medical equipment, reagents, enzymes, Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), testing kits,

8 April which states that there shall

masks, gloves as well as other accessories required by Corona Warriors. The carriers involved

be free Covid-19 tests even in private

in this initiative include Alliance Air, Air India, Indian Air Force (IAF) and Pawan Hans.

labs. But now in it's recent verdict, it

Moreover, flights on a commercial basis, private carriers such as Spicejet, IndiGo and Blue

stated that private labs can charge

Dart are operating medical cargo. The flights under Lifeline Udan are planned using a hub

money from other persons except

and spoke model. Cargo hubs have been set up at Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkata, Hyderabad and

covered under Economic Weaker

Bangalore. The flights connect these hubs and therefrom to different parts of India.

Section, Ayushman Bharat Scheme,
Workers,

Poor

families

etc.

The

private laboratories can charge
Rs. 4500 as per CSIR. Supreme Court
justify this ruling by stating that
there exist different classification as
per the income criterion.

AHMEDABAD STATION OF WESTERN RAILWAY HAS
GOT THE UNIQUE DISTINCTION OF BECOMING THE
FIRST STATION ON INDIAN RAILWAYS TO INSTALL A
WALK THROUGH MASS SANITIZING TUNNEL.
T

he walk through mass Sanitizer

approximately 20 ml sanitizer per person.

Tunnel has been set up by Ahmedabad

The system runs on the principle of

division to ensure the safety of staff and

Vaporization process which converts the

passengers in view of the COVID-19. The

sanitizer mixture into vapour which forms

distance of the tunnel is 20 feet long

a uniform layer over the surface which

which can be covered within 10 seconds.

dries up quickly.

The tunnel is fitted with a sensor so that
when a passenger approaches the tunnel
entrance, it starts fogging automatically
with WHO approved sanitizer. The tunnel
has a capacity of sanitizing 25 to 30
persons per minute and consumes

INNOVATION >
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